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/201 Discussion

1. What is your current role in the River Valley?

2. What are best practices & how can we 
proactively manage areas as a whole?



/20

To identify city-owned areas in the River Valley that are of 
highest priority for resource enhancement, and to 
recommend management strategies and priorities

2 Purpose

Presenter
Presentation Notes
With the understanding that there are limited resources available to perform most of what’s proposed
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Cultural Resources
• Known & Unknown

• Tangible & Intangible

Natural Resources
• Water resources

• Fauna

• Flora

Natural & Cultural Systems Plan4
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• 1853 - Public Land Survey
• 1998 to Present – Minnesota Land Cover 

Classification System (MLCCS)
• 2007 – Natural Resources Inventory of the City 

of Bloomington (NRI) by Hennepin County
• 2017 – Verification of NRI by Great River 

Greening (GRG)

Past Surveys5



/206 Surveyed Natural Areas
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• Climate Change

• Flooding

• Excessive Dead, Fallen Wood

• Overgrown plant populations, bare 
soils, and erosion

• Undesirable Species

• Dumping

• Human Disturbance

Resource Threats7
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/20 Current Projects9

Pond Dakota Mission 

• Prairie & Oak 
Savanna 
restoration

• Tree thinning west 
of PDM

• Volunteer events

• Goat grazing
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Colman Lake

1937

Aerial Photos
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Colman Lake

1972

Aerial Photos10b
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Colman Lake

2015

Aerial Photos10c
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/20 Priority Areas - Criteria12

1. Improvement and/or 
Expansion of Existing Efforts

2. Quality of Vegetative Community
3. Visibility and Public Perception
4. Technical Viability of Initial Management
5. Technical Viability of Long-term Management
6. Presence of Biological Resources of Special 

Significance
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/20 Management Strategies
1. Remove Undesired Plants & Material

• Thin Trees
• Mow
• Herbicide Spray 

2. Continued Maintenance

• Mow
• Herbicide Spray
• Prescribed Burn
• Haying
• Grazing

3. Site Enhancement

• Seed native grasses & forbs
• Nursery plot planting

4. Monitoring

14



/20 Plan Resources – Management Strategies15



/2016 Plan Resources – Habitat Assessment



/20 Appendices
• Habitat Assessment

• Management Strategies
• Species Quality Index

• Management Protocols for 
invasive species

• Recommended Species

Existing Conditions
• Flora Species List

• Known Cultural Resources

17



/2018 Education

1. Expanding Awareness

2. Sharing Information and 
Management Goals

3. Creating Stewards

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Citizen Science



/2019 Implementation & Partnerships
Leveraging resources
• Grant Opportunities

• Volunteers

• Events

• Best Practices

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(xcel energy)



/2020 Discussion

1. What is your current role in the River Valley?

2. What are best practices & how can we 
proactively manage areas as a whole?



Extra Slides
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• Maintain and Enhance Existing 
Accomplishments

• Foster the Growth of Desirable, 
Native Species

• Establish Continuous Ground-
Level Vegetation

• Reintroduce Natural 
Disturbances

• Strengthen Potential for 
Biodiversity

• Provide Educational 
Opportunities

Management Goals



/20 Management Strategies by Habitat



/20 Management Costs Table



/20 Regulatory Considerations
Federal & State Species 
Protections

• Endangered & Threatened 
Species lists

• National Historic 
Preservation Act

City Regulations
• Bluff Protection Overlay 

Districts

• Flood Hazard Overlay District

• Designated Burial Grounds, 
Class I, and Class II Historic 
Sites
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Seth Eastman painting (1847) of River Valley

Historic Perspective



/20 Cultural Resources
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