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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

Study Purpose 
In an effort to address concerns from residents regarding traffic volumes and speeds on 
residential streets in the area, a traffic study for the Poplar Bridge neighborhood was initiated to 
evaluate traffic volumes, speeds and safety, address pedestrian/bicycle concerns, identify 
potential solutions for the surrounding arterial streets and within the neighborhood itself, and 
provide recommendations that best fit the community’s needs. 
 

Study Process 

• Carefully define the problem   

• Identify alternative solutions to the problem, which will require changing human 
behavior 

• Evaluate alternatives 

• Recommend a solution to decision makers 
 

Study Findings 

• Delays on I-494 and arterial roadways are encouraging drivers to seek alternative paths 
on residential streets in the Poplar Bridge neighborhood 

• Daily traffic volumes on most residential streets that were measured within the study area 
are within a reasonable range for residential roadways, with the exception of Stanley 
Avenue/Nine Mile Creek Parkway.  

• The percentage of vehicles traveling over the posted speed limit in a 24-hour period 
exceeds 80 percent on Nine Mile Creek Parkway and West 90th Street within the study 
area. 

• Stanley Avenue and Nine Mile Creek Parkway are currently experiencing a high level of 
“cut-through” traffic during the morning and evening peak hours 

• Poplar Bridge Road west of France Avenue is experiencing less “cut-through” traffic, but 
could become a secondary route 

• “Cut-through” traffic movement is generally southeast to northwest during the morning 
peak hour and northwest to southeast during the evening peak hour 

• More than 50 percent of the “cut-through” traffic has an origin or destination in the City 
of Bloomington 

• While the Normandale Lakes office park is a destination for some of the “cut-through” 
traffic, a greater number is destined for I-494, Highway 100 and I-35W 

• Travel time runs indicate that travel time reliability as well as average travel time may be 
an influence on drivers choosing to “cut-through” the Poplar Bridge neighborhood 
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Study Approach to Address Problems 
In order to address the high volume of cut-through traffic in the neighborhood, the following “3-
tiered” approach was used to develop alternatives that would encourage through traffic to use 
regional and arterial routes, and discourage use of residential streets: 
 

• Examine near and long term improvements to I-494 to encourage motorists to stay on the 
regional facility. 

• Consider arterial roadway and intersection improvements to relieve congestion at the 
intersections of West 84th Street/France Avenue and West 90th Street/France Avenue 
and eliminate the time incentive to divert through residential areas. 

• Identify neighborhood traffic management improvements to further reduce through 
traffic, slow traffic and improve safety for pedestrians and bicyclists within the 
neighborhoods.  

 

SAC Recommendation 

• The SAC recommends implementation of the West 84th Street/France Avenue and West 
90th Street/France Avenue intersection improvements. If one has to be chosen over the 
other due to funding constraints, the West 84th Street/France Avenue intersection is the 
higher priority.  

• A series of trials and tests of the turn restrictions, gateway treatments and diverters within 
the neighborhood is being recommended. 

• A neighborhood survey after the trial/testing phase and then a decision about the final 
improvements can be made. 

• A minority recommendation was to conduct the trial and test of neighborhood 
improvements prior to the arterial intersection improvements are implemented. The 
reason for this minority recommendation is that residents do not want to wait any longer 
to see some type of action taking place. 
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STUDY PROCESS 

 

Study Purpose 
In September 2007, a traffic study was initiated for the Poplar Bridge neighborhood in response 
to concerns from residents regarding traffic volumes and speeds on residential streets in the 
neighborhood. The main objective of the study was to evaluate traffic volumes, speeds and 
safety; address pedestrian/bicycle concerns; identify potential solutions for the arterial and 
residential streets; and provide recommendations that best fit the community’s needs. 
 

Study Area 
The Poplar Bridge neighborhood study area is bounded by West 84th Street, Normandale 
Boulevard, France Avenue and Poplar Bridge Road/West 90th Street. Public involvement also 
included the neighborhoods north of West 84th Street. Arterial roadways in the area include 
Normandale Boulevard and France Avenue serving north-south movements and West 84th Street 
and Poplar Bridge Road/West 90th Street serving east-west movements. 
 

Problem Statement 
Congestion has encouraged through traffic to abandon the arterial system (defined by West 84th 
Street on the north, France Avenue on the east, West 90th Street/Poplar Bridge Road on the 
south, and Normandale Boulevard on the west) and seek alternate routes through the 
neighborhood, raising concerns for pedestrians, motorists and residents.  Specifically, the 
following issues have been identified as priority concerns: 
 

• Left turns entering or exiting the neighborhood from West 84th Street are difficult during 
peak travel times 

• Traffic to/from the Poplar Bridge Elementary School are forced onto residential streets 

• Impatient drivers do not come to a full stop at the stop signs along West 84th Street 

• Pedestrians find it difficult or uncomfortable to walk along West 84th Street and to access 
the Poplar Bridge Elementary School 

• The Normandale Boulevard and France Avenue intersections operate poorly during the 
morning and evening peak hours, influencing drivers to find alternate routes to avoid the 
intersections 

• Stanley Avenue/Nine Mile Creek Parkway is a heavily traveled route for traffic avoiding 
West 84th Street and France Avenue, especially during the rush hours 

• Traffic on residential streets tends to drive in excess of the speed limit, especially on Nine 
Mile Creek Parkway 

• Speeds are a concern on Poplar Bridge Road west of Nine Mile Creek Parkway, and on 
West 90th Street 

• Neighborhood residents are concerned that as traffic volumes on the surrounding arterial 
roadways increase, volume, speed and safety concerns will increase on other local streets 
as well (Utica Avenue, Toledo Road, Quinn Avenue, Morris Avenue, West 86th Street 
and Poplar Bridge Road) 
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Study Advisory Committee (SAC) 
Using a teamwork approach that involves the public, the City of Bloomington invited 
neighborhood residents and key stakeholders to participate on a Study Advisory Committee 
(SAC) to guide and direct the study. The SAC included: 
 

• Poplar Bridge Neighborhood Representatives (10) 

• Poplar Bridge Elementary School Representative 

• West 84th Street Representative 

• Fire Station #4 Representative 

• Business Representative 
 

The SAC was challenged with identifying problem areas and issues of concern, reviewing 
analysis results, evaluating alternatives, and facilitating public input throughout the process. The 
role of each SAC member was to represent the broader neighborhood interest and provide a 
recommendation to the Bloomington Traffic and Transportation Advisory Commission (TTAC) 
and City Council upon the study’s completion. The City Council made the final decision. 

 
Public Involvement Process 
Public participation and consensus building was considered central to developing solutions that 
could be supported by diverse residents and stakeholders with potentially different interests and 
values. The public involvement components including the participation of the SAC are described 
below:   
 

• SAC #1 – Process Overview, Defining the Problem, Understanding the Problem and 
Significance of the Problem 

• SAC #2 – How to Solve the Problem, Preliminary Evaluation Criteria and Potential 
Alternatives for Consideration 

• Open House #1 – Study Background and Potential Alternatives for Consideration 

• SAC #3 – Summary of Open House Comments, Evaluation of Potential Alternatives and 
Concept Development 

• Open House #2 – Input on Alternative Concepts 

• SAC #4 – Summary of Open House Comments, Discussion of Alternatives and 
Developing Recommendation 

• TTAC 

• City Council Public Hearing 
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CURRENT TRAFFIC PROBLEMS AND ISSUES 

 
The study included a thorough data collection plan to clearly identify current traffic and safety 
problems in the Poplar Bridge neighborhood. A comprehensive understanding of the issues was 
critical to building credibility with stakeholders and developing solutions that adequately address 
study area needs. 
 
Data Collection Plan 
With direction from City staff, the following data collection plan was developed and 
implemented, focusing on the morning and evening peak hours: 
 

• Roadway tube counts: Roadway tubes were placed at 16 locations on neighborhood 
streets in the study area to determine weekday and hourly traffic volumes and peak travel 
time patterns. Daily volumes were also available for other arterial roadways in the study 
area. 

• Speed data: Roadway tubes also collected information regarding vehicle speeds, which 
were compared to posted speeds for each residential street in the study area. 

• Origin-Destination (O-D) surveys: Stations were set up on Nine Mile Creek 
Parkway/Stanley Avenue between West 84th Street and West 90th Street and on Poplar 
Bridge Road west of France Avenue to conduct O-D surveys during the morning and 
evening peak hours. The survey results determined the amount of “through” traffic 
currently traveling on residential streets in the study area. 

• Travel time runs: Travel time runs were conducted for several routes through the study 
area during the morning and evening peak travel periods to identify the differences in 
travel time using residential versus arterial streets. 

• Peak hour turning movement counts at key intersections: Turning movement counts 
were conducted at key intersections during the morning and evening peak hours to 
evaluate the intersection operations and average delay currently experienced by drivers at 
these intersections. 

 

Study Analysis 
A thorough analysis was conducted to identify the magnitude of the current traffic problems and 
address the following questions: 
 

• What are the current traffic volumes on residential streets in the study area? 

• What percent of the morning and evening peak hour traffic is traveling through the 
neighborhood? 

• Are residential streets experiencing higher speeds than the posted speed limit? 

• Is there a time savings in using residential street routes versus arterial routes? 

• How are the arterial intersections currently operating? 
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Study Findings 
The data collection task and analysis of current conditions is summarized below and in the 
attached Figures 1 – 10 in Appendix A. 
 

• Delays on I-494 and arterial roadways are encouraging drivers to seek alternative paths 
on residential streets in the Poplar Bridge neighborhood 

• Daily traffic volumes on most residential streets that were measured within the study area 
are within a reasonable range for residential roadways, with the exception of Stanley 
Avenue/Nine Mile Creek Parkway.  

• The percentage of vehicles traveling over the posted speed limit in a 24-hour period 
exceeds 80 percent on Nine Mile Creek Parkway and West 90th Street within the study 
area. 

• Stanley Avenue and Nine Mile Creek Parkway are currently experiencing a high level of 
“cut-through” traffic during the morning and evening peak hours 

• Poplar Bridge Road west of France Avenue is experiencing less “cut-through” traffic, but 
could become a secondary route 

• “Cut-through” traffic movement is generally southeast to northwest during the morning 
peak hour and northwest to southeast during the evening peak hour 

• More than 50 percent of the “cut-through” traffic has an origin or destination in the City 
of Bloomington 

• While the Normandale Lakes office park is a destination for some of the “cut-through” 
traffic, a greater number is destined for I-494, Highway 100 and I-35W 

• Travel time runs indicate that travel time reliability as well as average travel time may be 
an influence on drivers choosing to “cut-through” the Poplar Bridge neighborhood 
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STUDY ALTERNATIVES 

 
Given the above findings, the SAC identified the following evaluation criteria that would address 
the study goals and be used in the alternatives analysis to determine feasible solutions to the 
problem: 
 

• Ability of alternative to carry anticipated traffic volumes and/or redirect traffic volumes t 
more appropriate roadways 

• Level of service at key intersection 

• Travel time estimates 

• Ability of alternative to promote speed limit compliance 

• Ability of alternative to address traffic flow and/or geometric concerns creating 
problematic conditions 

• Ability of alternative to inform motorist of change of character at residential streets 

• Ability to provide trail/sidewalk connections to key destinations in accordance with 
appropriate standards 

• Ability of alternative to provide sufficient gaps to allow backing onto West 84th Street 
from adjoining driveways 

• Ability of alternative to provide reasonable levels of delay at side-street intersections 

• Concept level cost estimate 

• Timeline for implementation 

• Amount of right-of-way required 

• Approvals needed to implement the alternative and anticipated success in securing 
approvals 

 
Study Approach 
To address the high volume of cut-through traffic in the neighborhood, a “3-tiered” approach 
was used to develop alternatives that would encourage through traffic to use regional and arterial 
routes, and discourage use of residential streets. The “3-tiered” approach examined potential 
improvements to I-494 to encourage motorists to stay on the regional facility, considered arterial 
roadway and intersection improvements to encourage through traffic to use arterial routes, and 
neighborhood improvements to discourage the use of residential streets.   
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Regional System Improvements 
The Minnesota Department of Transportation’s (Mn/DOT) I-494 regional facility is heavily 
congested during the peak periods near the study area. In the evening, eastbound motorists on  
I-494 frequently experience heavy delays west of Highway 100/Normandale Boulevard. As a 
result, motorists exit I-494 to use other arterial routes and residential streets to complete their 
trip. Additional capacity to I-494 would move longer trips back to the regional system. A 
potential project includes an additional eastbound auxiliary lane east of Highway 100 to I-35W. 
Due to the lack of funding, this project is not currently in Mn/DOT’s improvement program. The 
City of Bloomington should continue to support near and long term improvements to I-494 by 
Mn/DOT and efforts to identify funding for these improvements. 
 
Arterial Roadway and Intersection Improvements 
Alternatives to improve traffic flow during peak conditions were developed for the arterial 
roadways and intersections.  Travel times using the arterial roadways were found to be less 
predictable than those on residential streets.  Improving traffic flow and reducing intersection 
delays are necessary to reduce travel times via these routes and encourage through traffic to 
return to the arterial roadway system. 
 
An operations analysis was completed for the study intersections to determine how these 
intersections are expected to operate under year 2030 traffic volumes. The year 2030 traffic 
forecasts used in the analysis assume the following: 
 

• Future development assumptions consistent with the Normandale Lake District Plan 

• Construction of the TH 169/I-494 regional interchange 

• Capacity expansion project along I-494 from France Avenue to I-35W 
 
West 84th Street Corridor 
 
In order to improve operations and reduce side-street and driveway delays along West 84th 
Street, the following corridor alternatives were considered and analyzed: 
 

• Four-lane section versus three-lane section 

• Remove traffic signal at Stanley Avenue 

• Remove all-way stop control at Quinn Avenue and Morris Avenue 

• Install traffic signals at Quinn Avenue and Morris Avenue 
 
The year 2030 operations analysis results for these alternatives did not indicate a significant 
improvement in corridor travel times and side-street delays. Therefore, these alternatives were 
not carried forward as study alternatives.  
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For the three-lane alternative, the analysis results indicated that the all-way stop controlled 
intersections of West 84th Street/Quinn Avenue and West 84th Street/Morris Avenue would 
operate poorly with significant queuing problems during the p.m. peak hour for year 2030 
conditions. An additional analysis indicated that all key intersections along the West 84th Street 
corridor would operate at acceptable levels of service if the all-way stop controlled intersections 
of West 84th Street/Quinn Avenue and West 84th Street/Morris Avenue were modified to side-
street stop control. Since removal of the all-way stop control at these intersections does not have 
strong support from the community, this alternative was not favored. 
 
For new traffic signals at the intersections of West 84th Street/Quinn Avenue and West 84th 
Street/Morris Avenue, an additional reason why this alternative was eliminated is based on 
traffic signal warrants not being met due to low volumes on the side streets. 
 
Proposed improvements were focused at major arterial intersections along the West 84th Street 
and France Avenue corridors within the study area.  A discussion of each of the intersection 
improvements are summarized below:   
 
West 84th Street/Normandale Boulevard 
 
This intersection was analyzed as part of the larger Normandale Lake District Plan. The 
following improvements are consistent with the results of that study: 
 

• Modification of the west approach to provide triple left-turn lanes, two through lanes and 
dual right-turn lanes. 

• Installation of an additional right-turn lane on the east approach to provide dual right-turn 
lanes.  

• Installation of a shared through/right-turn lane on the north approach. 
 
West 84th Street/France Avenue (see attached Figure 11 in Appendix A) 

 
The efficiency of this intersection is currently limited by the split phasing required with the 
eastbound/westbound shared left-turn/through lanes. A significant reduction in intersection 
delays are expected with the following improvements: 

 

• Modification of the west approach to provide an exclusive left-turn lane.  The two 
existing eastbound through lanes would remain.  However, the westbound through lanes 
departing from the intersection would be reduced from two lanes to one, and would 
widen again west of the intersection.  In addition, the installation of an exclusive right-
turn lane is recommended. 

• Modification of the east approach to provide an exclusive left-turn lane.  The westbound 
through lanes would be reduced from two lanes to one.  In addition, the installation of an 
exclusive right-turn lane is recommended. 

• Installation of a right-turn lane on the north approach.   
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West 90th Street/France Avenue (see attached Figure 12 in Appendix A) 
 

Currently, there is a heavy westbound volume traveling through this intersection, continuing 
through the neighborhood during the morning peak hour. A reverse eastbound movement exists 
in the evening peak hour, to a lesser extent. The main purpose of the following improvements is 
to narrow down the west approach of this intersection to be less inviting. In addition, it was 
important to make the West 90th Street to France Avenue route in the morning and the reverse 
route in the evening more attractive. 
  

• Modification of the west approach to provide a left-turn lane and a shared through/right-
turn lane.  The westbound through lanes departing from the intersection would be 
reduced from two lanes to one.   

• Modification of the east approach to provide a left-turn lane, a through lane and an 
exclusive right-turn lane.   

• Adjust the signal timing to provide more green time to the north and south approaches, 
while increasing delay to the east and west approaches. 

 
Implementation 
 
Implementation of the proposed measures at the intersections of West 84th Street/France Avenue 
and West 90th Street/France Avenue will require coordination and approval of Hennepin County 
due to shared jurisdiction. It will also require coordination with the planned sewer main 
replacement in the West 84th Street corridor west of France Avenue. 
 
Preliminary cost estimates (excluding right-of-way costs) were developed for the arterial 
intersection improvements. 
 
West 84th Street/France Avenue 

• Signal Modifications – $100,000 to $150,000 

• Roadway Widening – $200,000 to $250,000 

 

West 90th Street/France Avenue 

• Signal Modifications – $50,000 to $100,000 

• Roadway Modifications – $100,000 to $125,000 
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Neighborhood Traffic Management Improvements 
While improvements to the regional and arterial roadways sought to reduce congestion and 
improve travel time, attracting motorists to these routes, neighborhood improvements were 
explored as a means to slow traffic through residential streets, improving safety while also 
discouraging through traffic by increased travel time. 
 
When examining potential neighborhood safety improvements, there are three broad approaches 
that are generally considered: 
 

• Education 
• Enforcement, and  
• Engineering 

 
Each of these approaches has associated benefits and drawbacks. Of the three approaches, 
engineered solutions have the added consideration of aesthetic impacts. Some engineered 
approaches provide the opportunity to incorporate vegetation, which can be viewed as a benefit, 
while other approaches require additional signage and pavement markings to provide advance 
notification and clarification to drivers, which may be perceived as a drawback. Engineered 
solutions must also be respectful of the existing aesthetic and historic qualities of an area. 
 
If an engineered approach is considered, it is important to understand that some engineered 
approaches are more effective at controlling vehicle speeds, while others are more effective at 
controlling volumes. When considering methods to control speed, certain techniques are 
typically more effective than others. Techniques that are generally used to control speeds are 
listed below in order from most to least effective.   
 

• Combined Application (combination of two or more of the measures listed below) 

• Vertical shifts of the roadway surface 

• Horizontal shifts of the roadway alignment 

• Constriction of the roadway width 

• Enforcement 

• Signage and Striping 
 

The location of engineered approaches also impact effectiveness.  Locating an engineered 
approach mid-block essentially acts to reduce the block length, reducing the distance drivers can 
accelerate.  Locating engineered solutions at intersections do not provide as much benefit in 
speed reduction because drivers typically need to slow down at intersections to determine if the 
intersection is clear to move through.   
 

Techniques that are generally used to address traffic volumes are listed below in order from most 
to least effective.   
 

• Physical prohibition of movement (full or partial street closures) 

• Modified travel path (one-way designations, restricted turns) 
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Given concerns regarding improvements previously implemented in the neighborhood, 
improvements requiring vertical shifts of the roadway surface were not considered as “workable” 
solutions. It was also determined that these improvements should be carefully placed throughout 
the neighborhood to prevent the end result from simply shifting travel patterns within the study 
area, rather than discouraging through-traffic in its entirety. 
 
Through the public involvement process, the following neighborhood traffic management 
improvements were considered: 

Diverter: This type of treatment includes a barrier placed diagonally across a four-legged 
intersection, blocking the through movement. This type of barrier is often used in sets to make 
travel through neighborhoods more circuitous (see attached Figures 13 and 14 in Appendix A). 
Barriers could become a permanent landscaped area between the disconnected roadways. 
Barriers could also be places on one leg of a three-legged intersection, creating an L-shaped 
intersection that blocks the through movement.  

Gateway Treatment: This type of treatment is used at entrances to residential neighborhoods 
typically adjacent to collector or arterial roadways to give the neighborhood a sense of identity 
(see attached Figure 15 in Appendix A). They combine a speed hump (optional) with a roadway 
constriction through a center median island and are proposed at entry points where roadways are 
of sufficient width (greater than 30 feet) to include the center island and will not conflict with 
driveways.  This measure informs drivers that they are passing into a residential neighborhood 
and signals an expected change in driving behavior.  Median could be mountable if necessary for 
emergency vehicle access. It provides a positive indication of a change in environment from 
arterial/collector roadways to residential street. 

Bump-Out: This type of treatment includes a physical curb reduction of roadway width at 
intersections (see attached Figure 15 in Appendix A). These are similar to lane narrowing, but 
used at intersections. It widens street corners at intersections to discourage cut-through traffic, to 
improve pedestrian access and to define neighborhoods.  

Turn Restriction: Posting turn restrictions at entrances to residential neighborhoods, typically 
adjacent to collector or arterial roadways. These measures help reduce heavy turn movements on 
cut-through traffic routes through neighborhoods. These turn restrictions can be limited to 
specific hours of the day. 

No accepted traffic model is available to assess the potential effectiveness of these proposed 
measures, although academic research has shown these measures to reduce traffic speeds and 
improve vehicular and pedestrian safety.  A byproduct of reducing travel speeds is a 
commensurate increase in travel times through neighborhood routes.  Further, the safety 
improvement measures will communicate to motorists that civil and courteous driving, respectful 
of pedestrian and non-motorized improvements are expected on residential streets and that 
through traffic is unwanted. It is hope that this message, in combination with the inconvenience 
presented by the measures, will encourage through traffic to remain on the arterial routes. 
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Implementation 
Implementation of these measures must consider inconvenience to area residents as well as 
emergency vehicle access.  They must also be considered as a master plan that recommends the 
location of each measure for the entire study area. 

Preliminary cost estimates were developed for each type of neighborhood traffic management 
improvement. 
 
Gateway Treatment – $30,000 to $50,000 

Diverters – $50,000 to $100,000 
 
Proposed Study Alternatives 
Working closely with SAC members, the following proposed study alternatives were developed 
to provide a combination of solutions at the final open house that residents and stakeholders can 
comment on. With the exception of Alternative A, the proposed alternatives are illustrated in the 
attached Figures 16 – 19 in Appendix A. 
 

• Alternative A – No Change 

• Alternative B – Intersection Improvements Only 

• Alternative C – Intersection Improvements with Diverter Solution A  

• Alternative D – Intersection Improvements with Diverter Solution B 

• Alternative E – Intersection Improvements with Gateway Treatments and Turn 
Restrictions 
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SAC RECOMMENDATION 

 
At its final meeting on April 14, 2008, the SAC reviewed all comments received from the open 
house, regarding the five proposed alternatives. Based on the comment card results and their 
discussion, the SAC adopted the following recommendation to the Bloomington City Council 
upon the study’s completion: 

 
• The SAC recommends implementation of the West 84th Street/France Avenue and West 

90th Street/France Avenue intersection improvements. If one has to be chosen over the 
other due to funding constraints, the West 84th Street/France Avenue intersection is the 
higher priority.  

• A series of trials and tests should occur within the Poplar Bridge neighborhood in the 
following order: 

o Turn restrictions and narrowing of the entry points at key points into the 
neighborhood (resembling Alternative E). 

o One diverter at Nine Mile Creek Parkway/Poplar Bridge Road (as part of 
Alternative C). 

o Two additional diverters installed (as part of Alternative C), if the one diverter 
results in traffic diversions in the neighborhood. 

• A neighborhood survey after the trial/testing phase and then a decision about the final 
improvements can be made. 

• A minority recommendation was to conduct the trial and test of neighborhood 
improvements prior to the arterial intersection improvements are implemented. The 
reason for this minority recommendation is that residents do not want to wait any longer 
to see some type of action taking place. 
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TTAC RECOMMENDATION 

 
At its meeting on April 24, 2008, the TTAC adopted the following recommendation to the 
Bloomington City Council upon the study’s completion: 

 
• Motion 1 – Recommend improvements at the intersection of West 84th Street/France 

Avenue (5 to 0) 

• Motion 2 – Recommend improvements at the intersection of West 90th Street/France 
Avenue (4 to 1) 

• Motion 3 – Recommend trial of turn restrictions and entry treatments (4 to 1) 

• Motion 4 – Recommend trial of one diverter on Nine Mile Creek Parkway between 
Poplar Bridge Road and Oxborough Road (4 to 1) 

• Motion 5 – Recommend trial of two additional diverters at Poplar Bridge Road between 
Poplar Bridge Curve and Poplar Bridge Road and Kell Avenue (4 to 1) 

• Motion 6 – Recommend a neighborhood survey after the trial phase (4 to 1) 

• Motion 7 – Recommend the neighborhood survey be extended to the other residents in 
Bloomington (via Bloomington Briefing) (3 to 2) 

• Motion 8 – Recommend approving the proposed timeline/order 

o Motion 1 – First 

o Motion 2 – Second 

o Motion 3 through 7 – Third 
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CITY COUNCIL RECOMMENDATION 

 
At the City Council public hearing on June 2, 2008, the City Council adopted the following 
recommendation: 

 
• The City Council approved the SAC and TTAC recommendation plan. The Council 

directed staff to do earlier trials and tests in the order presented with entry treatments, 
turn restrictions and diverters. They also directed staff to come back with timing and cost 
for the West 84th Street/France Avenue intersection improvements as it relates to the 
planned sewer main replacement in the West 84th Street corridor west of France Avenue. 
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Poplar Bridge Neighborhood TRAFFIC STUDY
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Poplar Bridge Neighborhood TRAFFIC STUDY

A.M. PEAK Hour O-D Survey
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• 47% originated outside of Bloomington

• 53% originated in Bloomington
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30% to office
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5% to office
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SURVEY SITE
126 vehicles surveyed

(249 northbound vehicles in 
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Nine Mile Creek Parkway – Origin-Destination Survey
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Poplar Bridge Neighborhood TRAFFIC STUDY

P.M. PEAK Hour O-D Survey
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Poplar Bridge Neighborhood TRAFFIC STUDY

A.M. PEAK Hour O-D Survey
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Poplar Bridge Road – Origin-Destination Survey
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Poplar Bridge Neighborhood TRAFFIC STUDY

P.M. PEAK Hour O-D Survey
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Poplar Bridge Neighborhood TRAFFIC STUDY

A.M. Peak Hour Travel Runs
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P.M. Peak Hour Travel Runs
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Poplar Bridge Neighborhood TRAFFIC STUDY

Peak Hour Capacity Constraints
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Poplar Bridge Neighborhood TRAFFIC STUDY

Proposed Intersection Improvements - 
West 84th Street and France Avenue
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Poplar Bridge Neighborhood TRAFFIC STUDY

Proposed Intersection Improvements - 
West 90th Street and France Avenue
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Poplar Bridge Neighborhood TRAFFIC STUDY

Potential Diverter Solution A
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Potential Diverter Solution B
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Potential Neighborhood Solution
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Poplar Bridge Neighborhood TRAFFIC STUDY

Alternative B

W.

.W

EW

C
IR

.

C
O

L
L

E
G

E
V

W. 94th ST.

E
A

V
.

BL
V

D
.

A
V

E.

FAWNRIDG E

C IR.

W. 92nd

ST.

TO
LE

D
O

RD
.

W. 91st

ST.

K
EL

L
A

V
E.

JO
H

SO
N

N

A
.

V
E

DR.

W. 91st ST.

RD.

D.R

HARRISO
N

D. R
C

IR
.

K
EL

L
A

V
E.

M
O

R
R

IS
 A

V
E.

 
RD

.

A
V

E.

D.R

TA
Y

 A
V

E.
S

N
LE

R
D

.

Q
U

IN
N

.
A

V
E

W. 8 t5 h ST.

Q
U

IN
N C

IR.

DR.

BRIDG E

RD.

PO
LA

R
P

W
. 93rd

G OO D

R
I

RD.

T
E

B
U

H
R

T
A

G

Q
U

I
N

N

RD
.

FO
RES

T

HILLS

IR.
C

NINE

OAKS
C IR.

DR.

KI N G SD

ALE

KE
LL

C
IR

.

SOUTHMORE

88

C IR.

H
D

.
R

RD
.

PA
L

M
E

R

W. 94 th
TS .

N I N E M I L E
C

R

E
E

K
P

K
W

Y
.

R
IC

H

O
X

BO
R

O
U

G
H

A
V

E.
RIC H

W. th

ST.

SI
M

O
R

R
R

D
.

89 th ST.

DG
E

IBR

RMO RIS

C
IR.

POP

LAR
BRIDG E

O
X

BO
R

O

H
A

R
S

RI
O C

N
O

R
M

A
N

D
A

LE

U
TI

C
A

V
E

A
.

86
th

ST.

P
A

L
M

ER
  A

V
E.

C IR.K
E

E
C

R

M

I L E

NINE

P O PLAR

B R I

G
E

C
V.

C V.

LI
T

T
L

E

JO
H

N
S

O
N

C IR.

C V.

E

W. 86th ST.

P
O

P
LA

R

L TIT L E

R
D

.

I
R

W

I N

C
IR.

E

A
V

E.

Lak
Gir

N i n e

M i l e

Normandale
Community College

17

34

No neighborhood
improvements

No improvements proposed
for West 84th Street

Proposed
intersection

improvements

16



Poplar Bridge Neighborhood TRAFFIC STUDY
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No improvements proposed
for West 84th Street

Proposed
intersection
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