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Organics recycling coming to Bloomington 

Turn your food scraps into something good. Starting 
April 21, residents can bring organic waste to two drop-
off locations in the city for collection and composting. 

Organics includes food scraps and nonrecyclable paper items. 
This is a free program for all residents. 

“About a third of what we throw away could be 
composted,” Program Coordinator Jennifer Nguyen Moore 
said. “Instead of trashing your food scraps and food-soiled 
paper products, bring them to the drop-off sites.” 

Organics collected at the drop-off locations will be 
turned into compost, which will be used to add valuable 
nutrients back into the soil. When compost is added to soil, it 
reduces the need for fertilizers and pesticides and increases 
water retention, allowing for more efficient water use. The 
compost will be used primarily by commercial landscapers, 
in road construction projects and in gardens. 

Organics recycling reduces the amount of trash you 
produce at home, which could save you money if you reduce 
the size of the cart you need for trash collection. Turning 
organics into compost is better for the environment than 
burying or burning it. Composting reduces greenhouse gas 
emissions at landfills and increases energy efficiency at 
garbage incinerators.

If you want to drop off your organics, see registration 
details, below. After you sign up, you’ll be able to stay 
connected with updates and tips and receive a welcome kit 
(including compostable bags) with more details on how to 
recycle organics. Signing up will also help the City track the 
success of the program. 

To get started 
at home, place an 
organics recycling 
container in 
a convenient 
location. Line 
the container 
with a paper 
bag or certified 
compostable 
plastic bag. Be 
sure the bags you 
purchase have 
the Biodegradable 
Products Institute 
(BPI) or Cedar 
Grove logo on the 
bag or box. 

See the clip-out section on page 2 for more details on 
accepted organic materials. 

During the first two months of the program, volunteers 
will be at the drop-off locations to answer questions and 
hand out free compostable bags. Both locations are open 
Tuesdays, 4 – 7 p.m., and Saturdays 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. To sign 
up to be a volunteer at a drop-off site, email Sustainability 
Commissioner John Jaimez at jjaimez@bloomingtonmn.gov. 
Training will be provided. 

Business organics are NOT accepted at the city locations. 
Organics are accepted from businesses ONLY at the Hennepin 
County drop-off site at 1400 96th Street West.
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Wright’s Lake Park community mural 

Artists from GoodSpace Murals and Creative Placemaking 
Director Alejandra Pelinka engaged residents and 

stakeholders last winter to help them make their mark on the 
Wright’s Lake Park mural. The goal is for the mural to be at the 
top of its class in representing the community. To achieve that, 
they went back to school where Valley View Middle School 
students talked about what Bloomington means to them and 

drew patterns that represent them as individuals on large, 
shared sheets of paper, above. It was the last of the three artist-
led visioning sessions. 

Want to make your mark on the mural? Join GoodSpace 
Murals and other community members at one of the six painting 
parties planned on May 11 and 26, and June 12, 23, 25 and 30. Visit 
blm.mn/placemaking to see event locations and times.

Drop-off locations 
•	 Valley View Park, 201 90th 

Street East
•	 West Bush Lake Park, 95th 

and West Bush Lake Road
•	 Hennepin County Drop-off 

site, 1400 96th Street West
Want to participate? Sign up 

online at blm.mn/organics. 
Do you have questions or 

need help signing up? Contact 
Public Works at maintenance@
bloomingtonmn.gov or call 
952-563-8760. Brochures are also 
available. 
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Mayor’s memo
‘Tis the season to get out and golf   
By Mayor Gene Winstead

The 2018 golf season is all teed up and the City’s golf 
courses are ready for people to get out and enjoy the 
expansive greens and warm weather. 

It will be business as usual at Hyland Greens Golf and 
Learning Center through the golf season this year after the City 
Council chose to retain the former driving range at Hyland for 
the short term while assessing the impact of pending changes 
at the golf course in operations and management. 

The City Council agreed to retain the property for the short 
term to allow time to assess what a new management structure 
will bring after rejecting four proposals for the sale and 
development of the unused driving range in late 2017. 

A big welcome to new golf course manager, Peter Kurvers, 
at right. He will manage Dwan Golf Club and Hyland Greens, 
replacing the longtime manager who retired last year. Kurvers 
was the head golf professional and general manager for the 
Crow River Golf Club in Hutchinson, MN, for seven years. He 
managed a staff of 65 in golf operations, grounds maintenance 
and food and beverage service while working there. Prior to 
that he was clubhouse manager at the Dacotah Ridge Golf Club 
in Morton, MN, for 10 years. He is a PGA Professional and past 
president of the Minnesota Section of the PGA. 

Hyland Greens and Dwan also have marketing staff in 
place to promote the golf courses, as recommended by the 
Hyland Greens task force. The City Council will revisit the 
situation at Hyland Greens following the next golf season.

The development proposals were part of a 
recommendation from the Hyland Greens task force to 

partially 
develop the 
east side of 
the site while 
maintaining 
the golf course 
to address 
financial 
concerns at 
the venue. 
The City has 
been studying 
Hyland Greens 
for more than three years. In 2016, the task force recommended 
that the City continue to operate the course and implement 
measures to improve the bottom line, such as developing the 
unused driving range. 

Hyland Greens has been experiencing annual losses for 
more than a decade. In 2016, the course received a property 
tax subsidy for the first time in an effort to reduce its working 
capital deficit of more than $1 million. The property tax subsidy 
was $225,000 in 2016 and increased to $300,000 in 2017. The City 
subsidizes each round of golf at Hyland Greens by more than 
$10 per round. There is an expectation that the City’s golf courses 
should cover their own costs. 

For more information, contact Parks and Recreation 
Manager Randy Quale at 952-563-8876 or  
rquale@BloomingtonMN.gov.

Briefing
Volume 26, Number 2

The Briefing, published bimonthly by the City 
of Bloomington, is mailed to our residents and 
businesses. Direct comments and requests for 
Braille, larger print or computer file to Commu-
nications Administrator Janine Hill, 1800 West 
Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington MN 55431-
3071; PH 952-563-8819; TTY only: 952-563-8740;
FAX 952-563-8715;  
E-mail: jhill@BloomingtonMN.gov  
Website: BloomingtonMN.gov

Bloomington City Council
Mayor 
Gene Winstead	  
952-888-1258 (h) 
952-563-8782 (w) 
gwinstead@
BloomingtonMN.gov

Councilmember At Large 
Nathan Coulter 
952-239-0531 
ncoulter@
BloomingtonMN.gov

Councilmember At Large 
Tim Busse 
952-457-7506 
tbusse@
BloomingtonMN.gov

Councilmember District I	
Dwayne Lowman	  
952-479-0226 
dlowman@ 
BloomingtonMN.gov

Councilmember District II 
Shawn Nelson 
952-479-0471 
snelson@
BloomingtonMN.gov

Councilmember District III 
Jack Baloga 
952-944-5194 
jbaloga@
BloomingtonMN.gov

Councilmember District IV 
Patrick Martin 
952-454-6657 
pmartin@
BloomingtonMN.gov

Elected officials presented for informational purposes.

Councilmembers  
council@BloomingtonMN.gov

Executive Staff 
Jamie Verbrugge, City Manager 	 952-563-8780 
citymanager@BloomingtonMN.gov  

Eric Johnson, Community Development 	 952-563-8947 
communitydevelopment@BloomingtonMN.gov

Diann Kirby, Community Services	 952-563-8717 
communityservices@BloomingtonMN.gov

Lori Economy-Scholler, Finance	 952-563-8791 
finance@BloomingtonMN.gov

Ulie Seal, Fire	 952-563-4801 
fire@BloomingtonMN.gov

Kris Wilson, Human Resources	 952-563-8710 
humanresources@BloomingtonMN.gov

Melissa Manderschied, Legal	 952-563-8753 
legal@BloomingtonMN.gov

Jeffrey Potts, Police	 952-563-8601 
police@BloomingtonMN.gov

Karl Keel, Public Works	 952-563-8731	
publicworks@BloomingtonMN.gov
General phone number	 952-563-8700

The City of Bloomington complies with all applicable 
provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and does not 
discriminate on the basis of disability in the admission 
or access to, or treatment or employment in, its services, 
programs, or activities. Upon request, accommodation 
will be provided to allow individuals with disabilities to 
participate in all City of Bloomington services, programs, 
and activities. The City has designated coordinators to 
facilitate compliance with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990 (ADA), and to coordinate compliance 
with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as 
mandated by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development regulations. For more information, contact 
the Human Services Division, City of Bloomington, 1800 
West Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington, MN 55431-3027; 
952-563-8733 (Voice); 952-563-8740 (TTY only).

Upon request, this information can be available in Braille, 
large print, audio tape and/or electronic format.  

Organics recycling guide
All food

•	 Fruits and vegetables
•	 Meat, fish and bones
•	 Dairy products
•	 Eggs and egg shells
•	 Pasta, beans and rice
•	 Bread and cereal
•	 Nuts and shells

Food-soiled paper
•	 Pizza boxes from delivery
•	 Napkins and paper towels
•	 Paper egg cartons

Certified compostable products
•	 Compostable paper and plastic cups, 

plates, bowls, utensils and containers
Look for the BPI or Cedar Grove logos or 

the term “compostable” on certified products.

Other compostable household 
items

•	 Coffee grounds and filters
•	 Hair and nail clippings
•	 Cotton balls and swabs with 

paper stems
•	 Houseplants and flowers
•	 Tea bags
•	 Wooden items such as chopsticks, popsicle sticks 

and toothpicks

Not accepted:
Yard waste • diapers and sanitary products • animal 

and pet waste, litter or bedding • cleaning or baby wipes 
• grease or oil • Styrofoam™ • dryer lint and dryer sheets 
• recyclable items (cartons, glass, metal, paper, plastic) • 
frozen food boxes • microwave popcorn bags • gum • fast 
food wrappers • products labeled “biodegradable”



At your service: 
Crime Victim Liaison  

It’s Crime Victim Liaison Biiftuu 
Ibrahim Adam’s job to help crime 

victims navigate the court system 
in Bloomington successfully with 
as little stress as possible. This new 
grant-funded position in the City 
Attorney’s Office is the first of its 
kind at the City of Bloomington with 
the goal of giving crime victims a 
designated person to guide them 
through the often complicated 
criminal justice process and inform 
them of their rights. 

Adam has been involved in  
advocacy since 2011. She has worked 
at Cornerstone in Bloomington and 
most recently at  PRIDE (Promoting 
Recovery, Independence, Dignity and 
Equality). She also volunteers as a 
board member for Standpoint, which 
is a nonprofit that provides support 
for survivors of domestic and sexual 
violence.

“I’m hoping that me being here 
shows the community that the City 
Attorney’s Office is absolutely here to 
support them,” Adam said.

Safe cycling tip

Bicyclists are allowed to ride on 
sidewalks in Bloomington. When 

you are riding on the sidewalk, try 
to bike in the same direction as the 
parallel traffic. Going with the flow 
of traffic can be safer because you are 
more likely to be seen by motorists. 
Motorists are more likely to 
anticipate vehicles coming from the 
left and can be more diligent looking 
to the left rather than the right. 
Motorists should remember to look 
both ways while crossing sidewalks 
and trails when using driveways.

A new road to home ownership

Did you know thousands of Bloomington renters could be spending more on rent than they would on a mortgage? To 
raise awareness of local resources and help renters become homeowners, the Bloomington Housing and Redevelopment 

Authority is partnering with Minnesota Housing, a state agency that provides support and works with local lenders. 
Minnesota Housing offers affordable homebuyer programs with down payment and closing cost loans up to $12,000, fixed 

interest rates and low or no mortgage insurance options. To find a participating lender near you or to learn about eligibility 
requirements, visit the website rebrand.ly/Bloomington.

As an added incentive, the HRA is offering coupons for free homebuyer education—a $75 value—for the first 40 people 
who contact them at the website listed above.

Upgrade your home

Do you want to improve your home, but you can’t fit it into 
your budget? Bloomington HRA Home Rehabilitation 

Loans, ranging up to $35,000, may be able to help.  
Fix up your home with a Rehabilitation Loan that does not 

include monthly payments and accrues interest at a low rate 
of 2 percent for 10 years. Borrowers do not have to pay back the 
loan until the home is either transferred, sold or is no longer 
the owner’s principal place of residence. 

The loans are available only to Bloomington homeowners, 
and are meant to help make repairs to meet health and safety 
requirements, such as bringing lead paint, heating, electrical 
and plumbing requirements up to City code, making homes 
more energy efficient, and making exterior improvements 
such as roofing upgrades. 

For more information or to apply for a loan, call  
952-563-8937 or visit online at blm.mn/loans.

Attend a home improvement seminar

The Bloomington Housing and Redevelopment Authority will host three home improvement seminars this summer on 
Tuesday, June 12, and Wednesdays, July 11 and August 8. They will take place at Civic Plaza, 1800 West Old Shakopee Road, at  

7 p.m. Visit blm.mn/homeseminars for more details.
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Bloomington and the Super Bowl 

More than a 125,000 people are estimated to have 
visited the Twin Cities area in February for Super 
Bowl 52. While the main event was in Minneapolis, 

Bloomington saw plenty of action in the week leading up 
to the big game. The Patriots and the Eagles stayed at the 

JW Marriot and Radisson Blu in South Loop, Mall of America 
hosted the media center and Radio Row and the City and 
Artistry hosted Illuminate South Loop—an outdoor art event 
featuring local artists, interactive art installations, regional 
food, bonfires and hot drinks—at Bloomington Central Station.

Forward 2040 plan review

This winter, the Forward 2040 Advisory Committee 
completed its work with City staff drafting Forward 2040—

the City’s comprehensive plan update. A comprehensive plan 
sets the 20-year vision for the City to guide future land uses 
and investments in City services. This spring, the Planning 
Commission and City Council will review the draft plan before 
the required six-month public review period. 

During the review period, the draft will be distributed 
to surrounding cities and other agencies for their comment. 
Over the summer, a variety of opportunities will be offered for 
stakeholders and community members to provide their input 
on the draft.

Dates and locations for these opportunities will be posted 
on the Forward 2040 project website at blm.mn/forward2040 
and will be distributed to the project E-Subscribe list as they 
are confirmed. Opportunities to provide input via social media 
will also be provided. For more information about the Forward 
2040 Plan and to sign up to receive project updates via email, 
visit the City’s website at blm.mn/forward2040.

Online construction map 

Do you ever find yourself driving around Bloomington and wondering about the different construction projects going on? 
Visit blm.mn/constructionmap to search the address of the project to learn more about it. 



Yard waste collection
Interested in signing up for services? 

Weather permitting, the 
annual full season yard 
waste subscription service 

will be available April 15 to November 30. 
Subscribers will be billed $81.09 on their 
utility bills. If you are currently subscribed 
with full-season service and would like to 
discontinue the service, contact our office 
before April 15 to cancel and avoid charges.   

Residents may also pay $4.08 per bag 
for on-call services. For on-call yard waste 
service, visit the Utility Billing office to 
purchase stickers. Residents must adhere 
one sticker to each on-call bag. To schedule an on-call collection, contact our billing 
office at least 48 hours prior to your collection day. The hauler will collect yard waste 
materials on your garbage day. 

The yard waste collection is weekly and includes all garden waste, grass 
clippings, leaves, weeds, soft garden materials, shrub and tree waste, prunings, and 
wood chips. Remember: twigs and branches must be approximately three feet in 
length and no more than three inches in diameter. Place in bags, containers, or on 
the ground tied in bundles. Bags and bundles should not be heavier than 40 – 50 lbs. 

Questions? Contact Utility Billing at utilitybilling@BloomingtonMN.gov or call 
952-563-8726.

Curbside Cleanup
Curbside Cleanup 

continues to be a 
convenient program 
at a bargain with an 
annual cost of $44 
for residents. That is 
cheaper than dropping 
off items at a transfer 
station yourself. For 
example, Curbside 
Cleanup is cheaper 
than disposing of one 
mattress with the bulk 
pickup program at $51.

Eligible residents will 
see “Citywide Curbside 
Cleanup” on their utility 
bills. Prepare for your 
Cleanup day by setting 
your materials at the curb 
before 7 a.m. Items must 
be boxed or bundled with 
twine. No plastic bags will be accepted. Trucks only pass through once. 

Seniors or residents with disabilities who need help moving things to the 
curb can contact Human Services at least two weeks prior to their scheduled 
pickup date at 952-563-4636 or TTY only 952-563-8740.  
 
Questions? Call 952-563-8760 or visit blm.mn/curbside.

ACCEPTED at the curb 
•	 General junk, household 

building materials, lumber, windows 
and doors: Pile limited to what fits in 
ONE level standard-size pickup truck 
bed. Lumber stacked and no longer than 
five feet. NO railroad ties. NO business 
materials used for contractor work. 
General junk must be boxed or bundled 
with twine and weigh under 100 pounds 
per item. 

•	 Carpets/pads: Rolled and 
securely tied with twine. Under five feet long and one foot in diameter. 

•	 Appliances: Water heaters and softeners, microwaves, washers, dryers, 
stoves, air conditioners, dehumidifiers, freezers, dishwashers, trash compactors, 
garbage disposals, water coolers, refrigerators (remove door or tie securely shut). 
Limit of two appliances per house. DO NOT set out appliances until the morning 
of your pickup date. 

•	 Unusable furniture: Disassemble or tie down hide-a-way sofa beds so 
they cannot open when handled. Limited to two items.  

•	 BUNDLED brush: Branches must be smaller than three inches in 
diameter and five feet in length, tied with twine and put in bundles that can 
be carried by one person. Brush piles must be no more than what can fit in a 
standard pickup truck bed. 

•	 Mattresses or box springs. Limited to two items. 
•	 Large metal ONLY: Large scrap metal items that do not fit in the trunk of 

a car (swing sets, grills, bikes, treadmills, lawn mowers, snow blowers, etc.) Drain 
all fluids and remove tires. Smaller items should be taken to the South Hennepin 
Recycling and Problem Waste Drop-Off Center, 1400 West 96th Street. 

NOT ACCEPTED at the 
curb

•	 Small metal. 
•	 Tires, batteries. 
•	 Tubs, sinks, toilets. 
•	 Exceptionally heavy and bulky 

items: Pianos or organs, for example.
•	 Electronic items: TVs, computers, stereos and cell phones, printers. 
•	 Miscellaneous building items: Contractor materials, railroad ties, treated 

wood, concrete, bricks or shingles (asbestos). 
•	 Hazardous waste: Paint, motor oil, solvents, fluorescent tubes, propane 

and other household chemicals. 
•	 Organic materials: Leaves, grass clippings, sod, stumps, logs and food waste. 
•	 Recyclable materials: Newspapers, cans, glass, corrugated cardboard, 

boxboard and plastic bottles. 
For tips on how to properly dispose of items not accepted at the curb, call 

612-348-3777 or visit the Green Disposal Guide on Hennepin County’s website at 
www.hennepin.us/green-disposal-guide. 

5’

1’

8’ 4’

2’

East of Portland 	 April 7 

Penn to Portland   	 April 14

France to Penn	 April 21

Normandale to France 	 April 28

West of Normandale 	 May 5

2018 Cleanup
schedule

To keep program costs low, quantity limits 
on accepted items are enforced. Item quantity 
limits are specified below. Any items exceeding 
the specified limits will remain on the curb and 
residents will need to arrange for bulk material 
disposal. Excess materials could cost you more. To 
report illegal dumping or scavengers making a mess, 
call 911.

Paper
• Mail, office and school papers
• Magazines and catalogs
• Newspapers and inserts
• Phone books

Boxes
• Cardboard
• Cereal and cracker boxes
• Shoe boxes, gift boxes and    
   electronics boxes
• Toothpaste, medication and
   other toiletry boxes

Cartons
• Milk cartons
• Juice boxes
• Soup, broth and wine cartons

Glass
• Food and beverage bottles and jars

Don’t recycle: Plastic bag, film and wrap; Styrofoam™, food waste, paper 
cups and plates, glass dishes, drinking glasses, window glass and ceramics; 
garbage, containers that held hazardous products.

Plastic
Bottles and jugs
• Water, soda and juice bottles
• Milk and juice jugs
• Ketchup and salad dressing bottles
• Shampoo, soap and lotion bottles
• Dishwashing liquid bottles and 
detergent jugs

Cups and containers
• Yogurt, pudding and fruit cups
• Disposable cups and bowls
• Produce, deli and take-out containers
• Margarine, cottage cheese and other 
containers

Packaging
• Clear packaging from toys and 
electronics

Metal
• Food and beverage cans 

2018 Curbside changes 
New! Changes to pile item limits

One level truck 
bed of general 

junk

Two pieces 
of furniture

Two mattresses 
or box springsTwo matresses or box springs
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Hit the links at 
Hyland and Dwan 

In 2018, there’s no better place to 
get back in the swing of golf than 

Dwan Golf Club, 110th Street and 
Xerxes Avenue, and Hyland Greens, 
102nd Street and Normandale 
Boulevard. 

With discount passes, residents 
and nonresidents can golf and 
save. Dwan patron cards are $60 for 
residents and $70 for nonresidents. 
These cards offer $7 off each 18-hole 
round and $4 off each 9-hole round. 
Hyland frequent player cards are $40 
and provide a $3 discount per round. 
The Junior Pass is $99 and offers 
unlimited golf, FootGolf and driving 
range use at Hyland to golfers age 17 
and under. The new Junior Mega Pass 
adds unlimited golf at Dwan Golf 
Club for $250. 

Citywide garage 
sales

Spring cleaning makes for good 
garage sales. Empty out your 

trunk, hit the sales and find some 
treasures during the Citywide Garage 
Sales Thursday, May 17 – Saturday, 
May 19. 

This event is sponsored by 
the Bloomington Optimist Youth 
Foundation in cooperation and support 
of Bloomington Human Services. Don’t 
worry about the weather—sales will be 
held rain or shine. 

For more information, visit the 
City’s website at blm.mn/garagesales 
or contact the Bloomington Optimist 
Youth Foundation at 952-831-3798.

Rent a community garden, canoe rack or bike locker this summer

In 2017, the City expanded its community gardens with a 
third site and increased the number of plots available to 

rent from 98 to 178. The community gardens are located at 
Smith Park, Harrison Park and Brookside Park. Renting a plot 
that measures 10 by 15 feet costs $39.05 for the season (May – 
October). 

This year the City is also expanding the number of canoe 
racks for rent at West Bush Lake Park from 50 to 92. Racks may 
be used for canoes, kayaks, paddleboards and sailboards. The 
rental fee is $80.64 per season.

Additionally, the City offers bike lockers for rent at Dred 
Scott, and at the southwest corner of Old Shakopee Road and 
Bloomington Ferry Road. Bike Lockers cost $10.75 per month 

with a three-month minimum or $64.52 per year. These lockers 
are convenient to MTC bus lines and ideal for commuter use.

For more information on any of these opportunities go to 
blm.mn/rentals. 

Public Works open house

Get an inside look at the innovative ways Public Works keeps 
Bloomington’s streets, parks and utilities running smoothly 

at the third annual Public Works open house on Saturday,  
May 19, 9 a.m. – 12 p.m., at the Public Works building, 1700 
West 98th Street. The event will provide the opportunity to 
meet the people who plow, mow, maintain and build the City’s 
infrastructure to support everyday quality of life. There will also 
be equipment displays, demonstrations, food, games and prizes.
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Let’s go fly a kite 

What better way to celebrate the warmer weather than with your friends and family at Human Services’ annual Kite 
Day event? Come fly a kite with us on Saturday, May 19, 11 a.m. – 2 p.m., at Valley View Playfield, 90th Street and 
Portland Avenue. There will be live entertainment and activities for all ages. Kites will be provided to those 18 and 

younger while supplies last. The rain date for the event is Saturday, June 2. For more information, visit blm.mn/kiteday. 

Protect your nest egg
Prevent financial exploitation and scams

Come and learn how to avoid financial exploitation and keep your finances safe and secure from scams. This free workshop 
will take place on Saturday, May 5, 9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., at Bloomington Civic Plaza, 1800 West Old Shakopee Road. The 

workshop will include presenters from law enforcement, financial services and the City Attorney’s Office. Light refreshments 
will be provided. To register, call 952-563-4944 or visit the City’s website at blm.mn/preventscams.

Bloomington Welcome Meals 

Learn about different cultures, enjoy delicious food and 
meet new people at Human Rights Commission’s Welcome 

Meals. These meals will take place throughout the community 
in homes, churches and other public buildings such as libraries 
and community centers. 

Sharing meals is a starting point to help build and foster 
relationships throughout the community. The Commission’s 
mission with these dinners is to build a feeling of community 
and belonging that connects people while sharing meals, 
culture and fun.

More than 40 community members are working with the 
Human Rights Commission to arrange these events. Are you 
interested in joining them? The Bloomington Welcome Meals 
Committee is looking for individuals willing to engage with 
neighbors across the City, make new connections, host a meal 
or donate toward this project. 

For more information on how to get involved contact the 
Human Rights Commission or fill out the web form at  
blm.mn/welcomemeals.



Be part of a league!
Summer sand volleyball 

Parks and Recreation is now 
accepting registrations for Adult 

Co-Rec summer sand volleyball. 
Matches will take place Wednesdays 
and Thursdays, beginning 
Wednesday, May 30, at Dred Scott 
Playfield, 10820 Bloomington Ferry 
Road. For more information, visit  
blm.mn/adultsports.

Adult kickball league

Grab your friends for a blast 
from your gym class in our 

co-rec kickball league. League fee 
includes regular season and playoffs, 
kickball (one per team), field, game 
official and league champion prizes. 
Registration begins March 12 and 
ends April 27. Games will be held 
from May 10 through late July, at 
Valley View Playfield. There will be 
10 single-header games and single-
elimination playoffs. The cost to 
participate is $285. This program is 
offered in cooperation with the city of 
Richfield.

Adult bags league

Bags, baggo, corn hole … call it 
what you want! It has been a 

backyard favorite for years. Now 
you can test your skills in a fun, 
recreational league. The league is 
open to male and female players. 
Games will be on Tuesday and 
Thursday nights, June 5 – July 31 
at Taft Park. The league is open to 
players 18 years of age or older. The 
deadline to register is May 22. Boards 
and bags will be provided. The cost 
to participate is $55 per team. This 
league is offered in cooperation 
with the city of Richfield. For more 
information, call 612-861-9396. 

Adult spikeball league

Spikeball is like volleyball and 
foursquare on steroids. This two 

versus two sport takes place in a circle 
as opponents bounce the spikeball 
off a center net in an effort to stop 
the other team from being able to 
return it. Join us for this league that 
offers a new twist in a classic sandy 
setting. Games are held on Monday 
nights, June 4 – August 6, at Dred 
Scott Playfields sand volleyball courts. 
Cost to participate is $65 per team. 
Registration ends on May 18. This 
league is offered in cooperation with 
the city of Richfield. 

Bush Lake Beach

Don’t leave town to enjoy the summer weather. 
Embrace lake life right here in Bloomington at Bush 
Lake. You can have a picnic lunch, build a sandcastle 

with the kids, practice your backstroke or just relax and soak 
up the sun right in your own backyard at beautiful Bush Lake 
Beach, 9140 East Bush Lake Road. A daily pass or seasonal 

parking permit is required for entrance to East Bush Lake Park, 
June 1 – August 31. East Bush Lake Park is staffed  
June 9 – August 19, 10 a.m. – 7 p.m., daily with lifeguards on 
duty beginning at 11 a.m. Season parking permits for Bush Lake 
are now available for purchase. Cost is $39 for the season (June 
through August) or $7.75 daily.
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Check out the Aquatic Center 

Bloomington Family Aquatic Center, 201 90th Street E., has a 
zero-depth entry pool, interactive play areas, water slides, 

diving boards, and a renovated bathhouse and concession 
stand. New this year tot swim and lap swim are on Monday 
– Friday at 10 a.m. The pool is open June 9 – August 19 and 
weekends through Labor Day from 12 – 8 p.m., on weekdays,  
11 a.m. – 7 p.m., on Saturdays, and 11 a.m. – 6 p.m., Sundays. 

Make a splash and get fit

Test the waters in a low-impact workout class at the 
Bloomington Family Aquatic Center this summer on 

Sunday evenings at 6 p.m. This class combines cardio and 
strength moves for a workout that fits your skill level. All are 
welcome. Sign up online at blm.mn/aquafit or at the Parks and 
Recreation office at Civic Plaza, 1800 West Old Shakopee Road.

Step to It challenge

The Step to It Challenge, a four-week, friendly competition 
beginning May 1, is a great way to get moving. Track your 

daily activities online for a chance to win prizes and be honored 
at a Minnesota Twins home game during the 2018 season. For 
more information, visit blm.mn/steptoit. 

Celebrate the Clean Water, Land 
and Legacy Amendment

The City and Three Rivers Parks District will host an event to 
celebrate the 10-year anniversary of the Clean Water, Land 

and Legacy Amendment. It is one of eight events that will be 
held across Minnesota this year to engage and inspire people 
to get involved with their parks and trails, and to learn about 
the opportunities the Legacy Amendment offers. 

Join us to celebrate on Friday, May 11, 5 – 8 p.m., at 
Normandale Lake Park and Hyland Hills Ski area for family-
friendly activities and ¡Unitos Fest!, a celebration of Latin 
American food and music, at Normandale Lake Bandshell.
Additional information is available on the City’s website, key 
words: Legacy Celebration. 

Adaptive softball	

Competitive and recreational adaptive softball leagues for 
adults 19 and older and youth ages 10 – 18 begin Monday, 

June 18. Adult leagues play Tuesdays June 19 – August 7 and 
youth leagues play Mondays, June 18 – August 6, 6:30 – 8 p.m., at 
Tarnhill Park, 9650 Little Road. Cost to play is $67 and includes a 
team shirt and photo. For more information, visit  
blm.mn/adaptivesoftball. 



Video Boot Camp for 
teens

If you or someone you know are  
between the ages of 12 – 17 and 

interested in video production, sign 
up for Teen Video Boot Camp! 

TVBC is a new youth program 
presented by Bloomington 
Community Access Television and 
Southwest TV. In one week, students 
will learn how to use professional 
video production equipment and 
produce their own short films.

The program is free, and will 
take place Monday, June 25 – Friday, 
June 29, 1 – 4 p.m., with a screening of 
films for students and parents on the 
last day. For more information or to 
sign up, contact Ben Vinar at 952-563-
4980 or bvinar@bloomingtonmn.gov. 
There are a limited number of spots 
available, so sign up today!

Box Off ice
Order tickets by phone:  

Call 952-563-8575 • Online: Go to 
blm.mn/bcatix • In person: Office 
hours vary. Call 952-563-8575 for 

current hours.
Programs, artists and prices 

subject to change. Orders received 
less than seven days prior to the       

performance will be held for pick 
up at the box office.

All ticket sales are final. No 
refunds or exchanges.

Center for the Arts Performances that are sure to entertain 

Bloomington Chorale Songs 
of Service and Valor

Alive & Kickin  
Flashback

NOTE-able Singers  
Hit the Road: A Musical Journey

Medalist Concert Band 
Scandi-hoo-via!

Fogel, Eckes and Hixson 
BingSongs!

Caucasian Aggressive Pandas  
and Other Mulatto Tales

Barbary Coast  
Dixieland Show Band

Join the Bloomington Chorale for 
an event saluting patriotism and others’ 
service to our country through song. 

ALL NEW Ferrell/Hansen musical 
theatre experience with a senior rock 
ensemble and high-energy songs artfully 
arranged around memories and musical 
tributes to unforgettable artists that left 
us too soon. 

Join the NOTE-able Singers on a 
globe-trotting journey of classic rock, 
jazz and blues-inspired songs. Don’t be 
surprised if you leave the theater with 
a smile on your face and an extra little 
spring in your step!

Enjoy the rich musical heritage of 
Scandinavia and perhaps embrace your 
own heritage. The 2018 Earl C. Benson 
Concerto Competition winner will be a 
featured soloist. 

Bing Crosby introduced classic songs 
such as But Beautiful, True Love, Blue 
Hawaii and dozens more. BingSongs! 
features an array of these classics as 
performed by Arne Fogel, Jennifer Eckes 
and Maud Hixson. 

Racism will be mocked, racists 
shunned, and stereotypes exposed in this 
humorous exploration of what it’s like 
to be mixed race, a concept that is more 
than black or white. Audience dialogue 
will follow each performance.

The Barbary Coast Band has been 
performing Dixieland jazz across the 
country for more than 50 years. This 
versatile and talented group is always a 
hit. The Bobby van Deusen Trio will also 
be featured in their show. 

Friday, May 11, 7:30 p.m., 
Saturday, May 12, 4 p.m. 

Adults $16, seniors and students $12

 June 9 – 17 
Adults $32, seniors and students $28

Saturday, May 19, 7:30 p.m. 
Adults $15, seniors and students $12 
Free admission for children under 5

Sunday, May 20, 4 p.m. 
Adults $17, seniors and students $15

Friday, April 20, 7:30 p.m., Saturday and 
Sunday, April 21 and 22, 2 p.m., All tickets $22 

Black Box Theater 

June 8 – 24, Adult $25, seniors & students $22 
chameleontheatre.org/tickets 

Black Box Theater

Saturday, June 2, 7:30 p.m. 
All tickets $31

City of Bloomington Briefing, April 2018 • #ONEBLOOMINGTON	 	 Page 7

A summer to remember

Create lasting memories with your friends at 
Bloomington Parks and Rec youth programs this 
summer. For more information about these programs 

or to register, call 952-563-8877 or visit blm.mn/parksprograms.

Summer Adventure Playgrounds
Enjoy classic summer fun at a neighborhood park where 

activities range from sports and water games to arts and crafts, 
and field trips. 

Dates: Monday – Friday, June 18 – August 16. 
(No program July 2 – 6.) 
Time: 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Locations: Brye, Kelly, Poplar Bridge, Running, Sunrise, 

Smith and Westwood parks. 
Ages: Grades 2 – 7. 
Cost: $125 before June 5; $130 on or after June 5. 

Galaxy Summer of Service and 
Summer Galaxy 2.0

Youth are empowered to work together to serve the 
community and spend time doing other daily activities 
including sports, crafts, afternoons at the Bloomington Family 
Aquatic Center and weekly field trips. 

Dates: Monday – Friday, June 18 – August 17. 
(No program July 2 – 6.) 
Time: 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Location: Valley View Middle School, 8900 Portland 

Avenue South. 
Ages: Grades 6 – 7 for Galaxy Summer of Service.
Grades 8 – 10 for Summer Galaxy 2.0.  
Cost: $300 for summer; $50 per week. Brown bag lunches 

provided. 

Camp Kota and Kota Kids
One of Bloomington’s longest-running programs is back 

again for another summer. If your kids love meeting new 
people, challenges, learning about nature, singing crazy songs 
and having fun, then Kota and Kota Kids are for them.

Dates: July 9 – 13, July 16 – 20, July 30 – August 3. 
(Kota Kids do not attend camp on Fridays.)
Times: 8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Location: 9140 East Bush Lake Road.
Ages: Grades K – 1 for Kota Kids; grades 2 – 7 for Camp Kota. 
Cost: $160 Kota Kids per week; $190 Camp Kota per week. 



Adopt a storm drain 

Are you looking for an easy way 
to protect your neighborhood’s 

natural water? The City is partnering 
with the Nine Mile Creek Watershed 
District and the Center for Global and 
Environmental Education at Hamline 
University to launch a new adopt-a-
storm drain program in Bloomington.

Residents who adopt a storm 
drain will be asked to report debris 
removal once in the fall and spring 
online or by returning a postcard. As 
a thank you, those who sign up will 
receive a yard sign to show they are 
protecting our waters. Visit  
adopt-a-drain.org to sign up or for 
more information.

Did you know? 
The water and debris that go 

through storm drains do not go to 
the waste water treatment plant but  
directly to local watersheds. Anything 
other than rainwater going through 
storm drains has the potential to 
degrade Bloomington waterbodies. 

A clean sweep 

It’s that time of year again—spring 
is here and it’s time to sweep up 

the last remnants of winter. Street 
Maintenance is about to start its 
annual street-cleaning program to rid 
streets of dirt, sand and debris. 

Street sweeping is part of 
the City’s Stormwater Pollution 
Prevention Program. It beautifies 
the city and prevents pollution in 
local bodies of water because it stops 
debris from entering the stormwater 
system. 

A clean sweep of all 342 miles 
of Bloomington streets takes four to 
six weeks. Street sweeping is also a 
bargain for homeowners. Owners of 
single-family, median-valued homes 
in Bloomington pay 93 cents each 
month out of their stormwater utility 
bill for two street sweepings. 

To see when your street will be 
swept, visit the City’s website at  
blm.mn/sweep. Do not rake leaves or 
grass clippings into the street. They 
are a major source of pollutants for 
area waterbodies and can clog pipes, 
which leads to backups or flooding.
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Briefing to be delivered 
monthly

The Briefing has been delivered to Bloomington 
residents for more than 25 years. In a recent 

reader survey, 93 percent of respondents said they 
received their City news from the Briefing. In 2018, 
the longtime newsletter will go from being delivered 
bimonthly to monthly. In late 2017, the City Council 
saw an opportunity to better serve residents with 
more timely City news by making the Briefing a 
monthly newsletter. 

The Briefing is distributed to approximately 
38,000 households and 5,000 businesses. Seventy-
five percent of Briefing production is done in-house. 
The City uses outside resources for printing and 
mailing. Each issue costs 27 cents to print and mail. 
Residents can expect monthly delivery of the Briefing 
starting in the third quarter of 2018. Questions? Call 
Communications Administrator Janine Hill at  
952-563-8819 or email jhill@BloomingtonMN.gov.

Arbor Day tree sale order form 
Bloomington residents only. All trees are bare-root, one-and-a-quarter to one-and-a-half inches in diameter and cost $50 

each. Trees are not guaranteed; refunds will not be issued. 

Name_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address_ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Fill in number of each tree type desired. First come, first served. Maximum five trees total per household, 
 $50 each. Check must accompany order. 

_____ Autumn Blaze maple	 _____ Serviceberry	 _____ Imperial honeylocust _____ Japanese tree lilac 	
_____ Black Hills spruce	 _____ Prairie Fire crab apple 	 _____ River birch	 _____ Snowdrift crab apple	

	 Total trees		  X  $50 ea. = $ 		  Total cost

Pick up trees at 1800 West Old Shakopee Road on Saturday, May 5, 9 – 11 a.m.  
Send check and form to City of Bloomington, Park Maintenance,  

1800 West Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington  MN  55431-3027. 

Grow some green

Growing Bloomington’s urban forest is a priority for the City. Park Maintenance staff has planted more than 1,000 trees in the 
last few years in parks and other public areas. To grow the number of trees on private properties, the City holds an annual 

public Arbor Day tree sale. Three hundred trees will be available for purchase this spring. Visit blm.mn/treesale to order online or 
mail in the order form below.  MN Native Landscapes will also be at the event selling native plants, seeds mixes and shrubs.

Meet a Bloomington firefighter

Laura Mayerle has been a firefighter for a little more than a year and a half. She serves out 
of Station 4. 

Q: What made you want to become a firefighter?
A: I grew up in Bloomington and remember going to an open house at Station 1 when 

I was really young and climbing on the trucks and seeing all of the gear and tools. I told my 
parents that I wanted to be a firefighter for Bloomington someday. I wanted to help make a 
difference in people’s lives, especially in the community I grew up in. 

Q: What do you like about firefighting?
A: I enjoy the physical and mental challenge of firefighting and how it is 

constantly making me learn and adapt in new situations. 
Q: What’s your day job?
A: I’m a compliance and risk manager at US Bank. 
Q: What do you like about living in Bloomington?
A: I am from South Korea and was adopted by my parents, 

who still live in Bloomington! I moved back here after college 
because I wanted to remain close to them. I also love the 
sense of community the city has and how Bloomington is 
centrally located to pretty much everything in the Twin 
Cities. 

Q: What do you do for fun when you’re not 
working or volunteering?

A: Traveling! I love to travel to new 
destinations and experience the life and culture. 
I love traveling anywhere in Asia because each 
culture is so unique. I also really love going to 
California because I get to experience the ocean 
and the mountains all in one place. I do a lot 
of rock climbing and snowboarding so I like 
to go places I can do that. Colorado has some 
of the best snowboarding and climbing I’ve 
experienced so far.

Water Quality Report
f o r  B l o o m i n g t o n ,  M N  •  2 0 1 6  t e s t  r e s u l t s

Making safe 
drinking water

The City of Bloomington 
works hard to provide you 

with high-quality, safe, reliable 
drinking water that meets every 
federal and state water quality 
requirement. This report contains 
information about the sources, 
treatment process and history 
of our water system. The results 
of water quality monitoring on 
Bloomington’s water sources 
from January 1 to December 31, 
2016, conducted by the Minnesota 
Department of Health, the city of 
Minneapolis and Bloomington’s 
laboratories are on page WQR4. 

The goal of this report is to 
advance residents’ understanding 
of drinking water and heighten 
awareness of the need to protect 
precious water resources. 
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WQR 2 Where does your tap 

water come from?

 WQR 3 FAQ.

 WQR 4 2016 Water quality
results.

H2O Excellence

Every drop matters

Bloomington water and utilities recognized

With a 90 percent approval rating, the City’s tap water 
ranked first among its peer cities and 11th among all 

jurisdictions polled nationwide in the 2016 National Citizens 
Survey™. 

Residents are not the only ones who love the water. 
Bloomington’s tap water was also named “Best in Glass” at 
the 2015 American Water Works Association (AWWA) fall 
conference which lead to a national win with the AWWA 
“Best of the Best” title in the summer of 2016. 

The AWWA also recognized Bloomington Utilities staff 
for their speed and accuracy in water meter and hydrant 
assembly at the 2016 AWWA fall conference. Staff took first 
place in the Hydrant Hysteria competition and second place 
in Meter Madness competition. These awards show the 
quality and speed of service Utilities staff provides residents 
in Bloomington. 

Keeping Bloomington’s tap water safe

With an outpouring of support, residents have made it clear that they love the way Bloomington’s tap water tastes. Not 
only is it delicious, it’s  proven safe since monitoring standards were established by the Minnesota Department of 
Health.  

The Tri-City William Lloyd Analytical Lab at Bloomington’s Water Treatment Plant is largely to thank for performing the 
testing that monitors the safety of Bloomington’s tap water. As part of water testing requirements, the City conducts lead and 
copper testing every three years in homes built from 1982 – 1986 with lead or copper pipes. 

Bottles were delivered to 30 homes in May for the most recent sample collection, which will be analyzed by Pace Analytical 
for the Minnesota Department of Health.

“The Minnesota Department of Health mandates that every city perform lead and copper testing every three years,” said 
Water Quality Supervisor Deb Weltzin. “As long as we stay under the action requirements, we stay on the three-year testing 
schedule.”

While these specific samples will be analyzed by another MDH-certified lab, the City’s lab processes samples to monitor 
bacteria, chlorine and fluoride levels, along with a great variety of other chemical and microbiological tests. 

The lab also provides testing services to other public water utilities around the metro area, private well owners, private 
water sampling companies, contractors and other agencies or individuals with a need for chemical or bacteriological testing of 
water samples.  

“Water is important. I love that I’m in a position that I can assure people that they’re getting safe, quality water,” Weltzin 
said. “We’re testing 24 – 7 here to prevent anything from going wrong. In that way, Bloomington really stands out.”

Get involved

Public Works welcomes input on 
water quality issues. Contact 

the Water Quality Supervisor at 
952-563-4904.

If you have questions about 
your water or need assistance, give 
us a call or visit the City’s website at              
BloomingtonMN.gov.

• Water Plant (24 hours a day) 
952-563-4905
• TTY (8 a.m.  – 4:30 p.m., M – F)  
952-563-8740

Este informe contiene 
información muy importante. Si 
necesita una traducción del mismo, 
sírvase llamar al 952-563-4944 V/
TTY.

Warbixintaan waxaa ku jira 
macluumaad aad muhiim u ah. 
Haddii aad u baahan tahay in 
laguu turjumo, fadlan la xiriir 
952-563-4944 V/TTY.

Ban bao cao nay co cac thong
tin rat quan trong. Neu quy vi can
ban dich tieng Viet, xin goi so
952-563-4944 V/TTY.

Inside

W
hat does One Bloomington mean to me? It means that 
we are a community that includes all residents and 
businesses. We have differing opinions but work together 

to reach common goals. We live in different neighborhoods but 
we’re not defi ned by boundaries. We embrace and celebrate the 
city’s growing diversity of age, race and religion. 

We’ve been discussing the concept of One Bloomington 
throughout 2017 because the City Council created a plan of the 
same name with six strategic priorities to guide the City over 
the next three years. See pages CR 4–5 for more about the One 
Bloomington strategic priorities. 

From public safety to street maintenance, providing high 
quality services is one of the priorities identified by the City 
Council and has always been one of the City’s central goals. 
Responsible fiscal management is a high-quality service 
that enables the City to run smoothly and provide effective, 
expansive programs and services to residents. 

The City Council adopted a property tax levy increase 
of 5.75 percent to $55,883,748 for 2017. Despite this increase, 
the monthly cost of tax-supported services for the owner of 
a $225,900 median-valued home is $71.17, a reduction of $3.47 
from 2016. This is possible because the value of commercial and 
industrial property increased more than residential property. In 
this case, the decrease in monthly cost from 2016 was a result in 
tax increment changes for Mall of America. From 2016 to 2017, 
the median-valued home increased from $219,700 to $225,900, a 
growth of 2.8 percent. 

For the fifth year in a row, we conducted a National 
Citizen Survey™ in Bloomington. The survey allows cities to 
compare their results to 500 communities nationwide. The poll 
was performed by the National Research Center of Boulder, 
Colorado. In the survey, 85 percent of residents rate the quality 
of life in Bloomington as excellent or good. When asked about 
the city as a place to live, 90 percent of residents scored the 
community favorably. Most residents would recommend 
Bloomington to others and plan on remaining here for the 
next five years. 

We also surveyed Bloomington businesses for the second 
time. Bloomington business owners and managers continue 
to value the community as a place to do business. More 
than 8 out of 10 rated Bloomington positively for its work 
environment, overall image and appearance. The survey also 
showed that 93 percent plan to keep their businesses here.

One area of concern highlighted by the National Citizen 
Survey™ was Bloomington’s overall image and reputation. 
Satisfaction ratings are down 9 percent from a high of 85 percent 
in 2012 and 2013. To address these findings, nearly 70 community 
leaders gathered at a One Bloomington summit this past 
December to brainstorm ideas and create a shared vision.

We are not east or west Bloomington. We do not go it 
alone to make a better community. We come together and 
work as one. We are diverse in our thinking, our cultural 
backgrounds, our ages and our incomes but we are united in 
our goal for a better future. We are One Bloomington.

By Mayor Gene Winstead

Value for your dollar.
Page CR 2.

Working to better Bloomington.
Page CR 3.

One Bloomington. 
Pages CR 4 and CR 5.

General Fund.
Page CR 6. 

Enterprise, Internal Service and 
Special Revenue Funds.
Page CR 7.
Capital Projects and Debt Service.
Page CR 8. 

Mayor for a Day

Bloomington fi fth-grader Sawyer 
Haaland was in the spotlight at 

the 2017 State of the City address 
after winning the League of 
Minnesota Cities’ 2016 Mayor for a 
Day essay contest. The statewide 
contest, which had more than 450 
entries, prompted students to write 
about what they would do to make 
getting from place to place easier in 
their cities. 

Sawyer kicked off the State of the 
City event by telling the audience of 
more than 280 people what he would 
do if he were Bloomington’s mayor 
for the day.

 “I would spend the day 
gathering information from the 
people of Bloomington,” he said. “And 
finding out their wants and needs.”

Mayor Gene Winstead was 
impressed with Sawyer’s mayoral 
aspirations and resume, which 
already includes governing 
experience from student council. 

“I think we’ve all just seen a 
peek into the future,” Winstead said. 
“And it looks pretty good.” 

Read page CR 3 to learn about 
ways the City is working to improve 
roads and pedestrian trails in 
Bloomington. 

Throughout this report
The monthly expenses for City services described in this 
report are based on a median-priced home with monthly 
property taxes for City services of $71.17 in 2017. 

Financial reports online
Check out the financial reports on the City’s website at blm.mn/
financialreports. The 2017 estimated expenditures in this report will 
be changed to reflect actual expenditures after the City’s audit is 
completed in June. 

Corporate report to
the Community

City of Bloomington, Minnesota, Corporate Report to the Community, June 2017 • #ONEBLOOMINGTON
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Hitting it out of the park
Updating playground equipment

Parks serve many purposes. They’re a place for children to 
be active, friends to gather and a great way to preserve 

green space throughout the city. This summer, there will be 
one more reason to visit your local park—new playground 
equipment will be installed. 

“This will be an extremely busy year,” said Assistant 
Parks and Recreation Manager Scott Breuer. “Plans have 
been developed for improvements at 16 sites throughout the 
city, which includes 15 parks and one school—Valley View 
Elementary.”

The typical lifespan of playground equipment is 25 
years. The majority of the improvements will replace 
playground equipment originally installed in 1991. These 

sites will also receive picnic tables, benches and bike racks. 
The City is also planning to reconstruct the parking lots at 
West Bush Lake Park, with the first phase of work starting 
in 2017. 

Open houses were held in early February to gather 
public input regarding the preliminary plans provided 
by the project consultant. Final plans were reviewed and 
approved by both the Parks, Arts and Recreation Commission 
and the City Council. The projects are being funded by 
charter bonds, Park Development funds and Metropolitan 
Regional Parks System grants. 

The majority of work will be completed in 2017. For more 
information on the projects, visit blm.mn/parkprojects. 

Find us online

April 2017
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Built in Bloomington

Whether they’re assembling bicycles or custom in-ear hearing 
aids, more than 7,500 employees make a living building things 
in Bloomington. 

The number of manufacturing jobs in Bloomington has remained 
steady since 1970, but the total number of jobs in Bloomington has 
grown by 154 percent over those 40 years. Today manufacturing 
accounts for 315,000 jobs statewide. With 1.6 percent of the state’s 

population and 2.4 percent of its manufacturing jobs, Bloomington 
provides more than its share of Minnesota’s manufacturing employment 
opportunities.

Quality Bicycle Products (QBP) has been manufacturing tires and 
building bicycles in Bloomington for more than 20 years. QBP is one of the 
city’s top 10 manufacturing employers, providing 480 jobs and producing 

about 6,000 bicycles each year. 
“It’s gratifying to be able to work with my hands,” said John-Ben McFall, Bloomington native and QBP production 

associate. “I grew up in Bloomington, left and then came back because these types of jobs are available here.”

Ap

Top 10 manufacturing employers in 2015
By number of jobs

• Seagate Technology
• The Toro Company 
• Donaldson Company 
• Polar Semiconductor, Inc.
• Thermo King/Ingersoll Rand Corporation 
• Consolidated Precision Products
• Quality Bicycle Products
• ReSound
• Ziegler CAT
• SkyWater Technology Foundry

Master Builder Chris Klein assembles a bicycle at 
Quality Bicycle Products, above. 
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