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Dear Faith Leader (XXX),

I believe that we need to develop an organizational emergency preparedness plan and engage our members in preparedness to help in the event of a major emergency. In the wake of September 11 and Hurricane Katrina, emergency preparedness has become a significant issue nationwide. Minnesota is not exempt from these situations, as we remember local tragedies with the I-35W bridge collapse, Hugo tornado, and flooding.

Comprehensive preparedness is possible with the collaboration of a team, other faith-based organizations, and local government to work toward a common goal of enhancing communication, response, and recovery efforts in the event of an emergency. By having a plan, we can minimize damage to our facility, care for our members and the community, and remain self-sufficient when others may not be able. Below are Ten Reasons Faith-based Groups Partner in Community Emergency Response:

1. Our faith leaders have experience, training and influence for ethical decision-making – during times when ethical decisions are critical to the public interest.  

2. By definition, faith-based groups offer hope during all times, especially in overwhelming circumstances. 

3. A mission of our faith is to care for vulnerable people. 

4. Our building(s) and meeting groups are highly visible and integral to the social infrastructure of the community. When people are fearful and overwhelmed, they will turn to us with expectations of help. 

5. Our congregation is a cross-section of the community. There is no other place where a variety of generations, mixture of backgrounds, interests, professions, work, educational experiences and economics congregate regularly. 

6. Our faith community has relationships and resources to connect with others outside of the community. 

7. Faith-based groups have organizational and decision-making structures in place for effective community leadership. We have experience to deliver services and manage business decisions to help the community get through crises. 

8. We provide spiritual support in a variety of ways – through words, through actions, through arts, through relationships. 

9. We are adept at offering ways for many people to serve others.

10. Historically, faith-based groups have given the community a legacy of effective emergency response.  The 21st century threats call for renewed collaboration and solutions.  

Emergency planning is an inherent part of our mission. Good emergency planning involves getting informed, being prepared, and helping at local and community levels to get others prepared. I would like to see our congregation take greater steps towards planning and preparing for emergencies and I have been equipped with the tools to do so. The faith-based community as a whole needs to be prepared and ready to respond to such events when they impact our community. 

Together, we can prepare to serve our congregation and the community.
Sincerely, 

Name 

Title

Contact Method
