Appendix C

Minnesota Departroent of Natural Resources

Division of Ecological Resources, Box 25
500 Lafayette Road

St Paul, Minnesota 551565-4025
Phone: (6513 259-5107  Fax: (651) 296-1811  E-mail: heidi cyr{@dnr.state. mn.us

April 6, 2009 . Correspondence # ERDB 20690697

‘M. Michaela Ahern

City of Bloomington

1800 W. Old Shakopee Rd.
Bloomington, MN 55431

RE: Natural Heritage information in the vicinity of the proposed Alternative Urban Areawide Review, Update #1; T27N
R24W S1, 12, 13 and T27N R23W $5-8, 18; Hennepin County

Dear M. Ahern,

The Minnesota Natural Heritage Information System has been queried to determine if any rare species or other
significant natural features are known to oceur within an approximate one-mile radius of the proposed project. Forthe
results of this query, please refer to the enclosed database reports (please visit the Rare Species Guide at
http://www.dnr.state. mn.us/rsg/index. html for more information on the biology, habitat use, and conservation measures
of these rare species). As requested per the data request form, T am providing the database reports oniy and have not
evaluated the potential for the proposed project to negatively impact these rare features. Please note thai the AUAR
should address whether the proposed project has the potential to negatively impact these rare features and, if so, any
avoidance or mitigation measures that will be implemented.

The enclosed reports inciude records from the Rare Features Database only. The AUAR should also include
information on the MCBS Native Plant Communities and the MCBS Sites of Biodiversity Significance. GIS shapefiles
of these databases can be downloaded from the DNR’s Data Deli website at http:/deli.dnr.state.mn.us. Please refer to
the enclosed Guidelines for help in interpreting this data. ‘

Tn addition, several Central Region Regionally Significant Ecological Areas (RSEA) are located within the AUAR.
The DNR Central Region (in partnership with the Metropolitan Council for the 7-county metro area), identified these
ecologically significant terresirial and wetland areas by conducting a jandscape-scale assessment based on the size and
shape of the ecological area, land cover within the ecological area, adjacent land cover/use, and connectivity to other
ecological areas. The purpose of the data is to inform regional scale land use decisions, especially as it relates to
balancing development and natural resource protection. A GIS shapefile of this data layer can be downloaded from the
DNR Data Deli at http://deli.dnr.state.mn.us. For more information on RSEAs, or to view pdf versions of the final
maps, please visit http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsea/index.html. If you would like help interpreting the RSEA data,
contact Hannah Texler, Regional Plant Ecologist for DNR’s Central Region, at 651-259-5811 or
hannah.texler@dnr.state. mn.us.

* The Natural Heritage Information System (NHIS), a coilection of databases that contains information about
Minnesota’s rare natural features, is maintained by the Division of Ecological Resources, Department of Natural
Resources. The NHIS is continually updated as new information becomes available, and is the most complete source of
data on Minnesota's rare or otherwise significant species, native plant communities, and other natural features.
However, the NHIS is not an exhaustive inventory and thus does not represent all of the occurrences of rare features
within the state. Therefore, ecologically significant features for which we have no records may exist within the project
area.

The enclosed results include an Index Report and a Detailed Report of records in the Rare Features Database,
the main database of the NHIS. To control the release of specific ocation information, which might resuit in the
destruction of a rare feature, both reports are copyrighted.



The Index Report provides rare feature locations only to the nearest section, and may be reprinted, unaltered, in
an environmental review document (e.g., EAW or EIS), municipal natural resource plan, or report compiled by your
company for the project listed above. If you wish to reproduce the index report for any other purpose, please contact me
to request written permission. The Detailed Report is for your personal use only as it may include specific location
information that is considered nonpublic data under Minnesota Statutes, section 84,0872, subd. 2. Hyou wish to
reprint or publish the Detailed Report for any purpose, please contact me to request written permission.

This letter does not constitute review or approval by the Department of Natural Resources as a whole. Instead,
it identifies issues regarding known occurrences of rare features and potential effects to these rare features, Additional
rare features for which we have no data may be present in the project area, or there may be other natural resource
concerns associated with the proposed project. For these concerns, please contact your DNR Regional Environmental
Assessment Ecologist, Wayne Barstad, at (651) 259-5738. Please be aware that additional site assessments or review
may be required. Thank you for consulting us on this matter, and for your interest in preserving Minnesota's rare
natural resources.

Sincerely,

Heidi Cyr
Endangered Species Environmental Review Specialist

enc.  Rare Features Database: Index Report
Rare Features Database: Detail Report
Rare Features Database Reports: An Explanation of Fields
Fact sheets: MCBS Biodiversity Significance Guidelines

Client ID # 430
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