CITY OF

BLOOMINGTON
MINNESOTA

Do | need to get a permit to replace existing doors

and windows?

If you are replacing them in the exact size opening that

currently exists, no. If any modifications to the existing
framed opening is required, yes.

1.

10.

Are there any special requirements | should know?
Yes. The following are items to be aware of:

Any door leading from the home directly into a
garage must be a minimum 1-3/8 inch solid wood
door, 1-3/8 inch solid or honeycomb steel door or
a 20-minute fire-rated door. Unless specialty fire
glass, there should be no glass in the door.

Any glass within 24 inches of either side of a door
must be safety glazed.

All glazing within doors must be safety glass.

Glass within 18 inches of the walking surface and
greater than 9 sq. feet for any single pane of glass
must be safety glass.

Any glazing installed within bathing areas less than
5 feet high from the drain must be safety glazed.

Glazing is required adjacent to stairways, landings
and ramps within 36 inches of the walking surface
when the glass is less than 60 inches above the
walking surface.

If you have a swimming pool or hot tub area, call
the Building and Inspection Division at 952-563-
8930 for regulations.

Any glazing, within 5 feet of the bottom of a
stairway must be safety glazed. Stairway may be
interior or exterior.

All windows and doors must have corrosion
resistant flashing installed over the top of the unit.
All windows and doors must conform with the

Minnesota Energy Code. The maximum U Value
allowed is .32.

Clarification: A .37 U-Value would not comply. A .30
U -Value is better than a .32 U-Value.

Replacement Windows/Doors

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What are the requirements for replacement of
bedroom egress (escape) windows?

A: The 2015 Minnesota State Building Code requires the
following:

1.

The replacement window is the manufacturer’s
largest standard size window that will fit within
the existing frame or existing rough opening. The
replacement window shall be permitted to be of the
same operating style as the existing window or a
style that provides for a greater window opening
than the existing.

The rooms are not used for any Minnesota state
licensed purpose requiring an egress window.

The current egress code is as follows:
1.

A minimum net clear opening of 5.7 square feet.

Exception: Grade floor openings may have a
minimum net clear opening of 5 square feet.

The minimum net clear opening height shall be
24 inches. For double hung windows this means
the measurement is for the lower sash only, not a
combination of both sashes.

The minimum net clear opening width shall be
20 inches. Most commonly a casement window.

The maximum height from the floor to the sill, to
bottom of clear opening, is 44 inches.

Each sleeping room shall have a minimum of one
window meeting these requirements or a door
leading directly out of the room to the exterior of
the home.

Note: For more information or additional handouts, visit
BloomingtonMN.gov, keyword: Egress escape windows.

See reverse for information on calculating
window sizes and code requirements for

dwelling egress windows.
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Calculating open area for window in square feet

Width
Height

207 | 217 227 | 23”7 24”| 25”7 26” | 277 | 28”| 29”| 30”| 317 | 32”| 33”| 34”| 35”7 | 36~
24” 33| 35| 37| 38| 40| 42| 43| 45| 47| 48| 50| 52| 53| 55] 57| 58| 6.0
26” 36| 38| 40| 42| 43| 45| 47| 49| 51| 52| 54| 56} 58| 60| 61| 63| 6.5
28” 39| 441 43| 45| 47| 49| 541 53| 54| 56 58| 60| 62| 64| 66| 68| 7.0
30” 42| 44| 46| 48| 50| 52| 54| 56} 58| 60| 63| 65| 67| 69| 71| 73| 75
32” 44| 47| 49| 51 53| 56} 58| 60| 62| 64| 6.7| 69| 71 73| 76| 78| 8.0
34” 47| 50| 52| 54 57| 59| 61| 64| 66| 68| 71| 73| 76| 78| 80| 83| 85
36” 50| 53| 55 58| 60| 63| 65| 68| 70| 73| 75| 78| 80| 83| 85| 88| 90
38~ 53| 55 58| 61| 63| 66| 69| 71| 74| 77| 79| 82| 84| 87| 9.0| 92| 95
40” 56] 58| 61| 64| 67| 69| 72| 75| 78| 81| 83| 86| 89| 92| 94| 97| 10.0
42” 58| 6.1 64| 67| 70| 73| 76| 79| 82| 85| 88| 90| 93| 96| 99| 102| 105
44> 61| 64| 67| 70| 73| 76| 79| 83| 86| 89| 92| 95| 9.8]| 10.1| 10.4| 10.7| 11.0
46” 64| 67| 70| 73| 77| 80| 83| 86| 89| 93| 96| 10.0| 10.2| 10.5( 10.9| 11.2| 115
48” 67| 70| 73| 77| 80| 83| 87| 90| 93| 97| 10.0]| 10.3| 10.7| 11.0| 11.3| 11.7| 12.0
50” 69| 73| 76| 80| 83| 87| 90| 94| 97| 10.1| 10.4( 10.8| 11.1 | 11.5( 11.8| 122 | 125
52” 72| 76| 79| 83| 87| 90| 94| 98| 10.1]| 105]| 10.8]| 11.2| 11.6| 11.9| 12.3| 126 13.0
54” 75| 79| 83| 86| 90| 94| 98| 10.1] 10.5| 10.9| 11.3| 11.6| 12.0| 12.4 | 12.8| 13.1 | 135
56” 78| 82| 86| 89| 93| 9.7|10.1] 105|109 11.3| 11.7| 121 | 12.4| 12.8| 13.2| 13.6| 14.0
58” 80| 85| 89| 93| 9.7|10.1|105]| 10.9]| 11.3| 11.7| 12.1| 125| 12.9| 13.3| 13.7| 14.1| 145
60” 83| 88| 92| 96| 10.0| 104 | 10.8| 11.3| 11.7| 12.1| 125 129| 13.3| 13.8| 14.2| 14.6| 15.0

Code history requirements for dwelling egress windows

The chart below indicates the minimum allowable size of egress windows when reducing the size of a window opening.
The minimum allowable size is determined by the year the home was built.

U.B.C. Section Sill height Net opening Minimum height Minimum width
1961 No requirement No requirement No requirement No requirement No requirement
1964 3320.0 48” 5.0 Square feet 24” 247
1967 3320.0 48> 5.0 Square feet 227 22”

1970 - 1973 1404.0 48" 5.0 Square feet 22" 22”
1976 1404.0 44> 5.7 Square feet 24” 20”
1979 - 1991 1204.0 44 5.7 Square feet 24" 20”
1994 310.4 44 5.7 Square feet 24> 20”
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