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Budgetary Approach
• Continued investments in Public Safety

•Maintaining services that residents value

• Focus on strategic allocation of resources
• Aligned budget requests with the City’s 
Strategic Plan, Bloomington. Tomorrow. 
Together. 

• Increased public engagement 

Budget Process

4

18 May

Budget kick‐off

End of June

Budget lock out 
from Financial 
Software

10 July – 11 Aug

Department 
Budget Meetings 
with City Manager

21 Aug

Special City Council 
Budget Meeting

Discuss Preliminary 
2024 Tax Levy 

18 Sep

Set Preliminary 
Levy

16 Oct & 13 Nov

2024 Utility Rates 
and Budget 
Discussions

Oct.–Nov

Department 
budget 
presentations to 
Council

20 Nov

Special City Council 
Budget Meeting

Discuss Final Tax 
Levy

27 Nov

Utility Rate Public 
Hearing

4 Dec

Set Final 2024 Tax 
Levy

Truth in Taxation 
Public Hearing

Budget Public Engagement at events from May 20 – October 14
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Budget Public Engagement

• 13 events completed 
with 916 resident 
interactions

• Let’s Talk Bloomington

271 survey responses

1,456 chips

25%
954
Pe

887 chips

15%
954
Pe

745 chips

13%
954
Pe

1,373 chips

23%
954
Pe

895 chips

15%
954
Pe

563 chips

9%
954
Pe

(Detailed report of individual events with public feedback was published in the November 20th City Council agenda packet.)
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Let’s Talk Bloomington 
271 survey responses 
(Full report with 178 written responses was included in the November 20th agenda packet.)

Key Expense Drivers

Expected labor market pressure

• Competitive salaries and benefits are needed to 
attract and retain skilled personnel

Continued commitment to Public Safety

• Transition from Paid‐on‐Call Part‐Time Fire 
Fighters to hybrid of Part‐Time and Full‐Time 

Economic volatility 

• Affecting costs of materials and services
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Examples of Economic Volatility

Utilities for Parks 
(Electric, Gas, and 
Refuse Disposal)

$222,949 increase in 
General Fund Budget 

from 2023 to 2024 (14% 
increase)

Sealcoating 
expenses 

$186,022 increase in General 
Fund Budget from 2023 to 

2024 (32% increase)

Software 
Maintenance 

costs  

$311,960 increase in IT 
Budget from 2023 to 
2024 (13% increase) 
contributing to higher 
internal IT charges  

Examples of Economic Volatility (continued)

Fleet 
Vehicles

Since 2022 ‐ Vehicles 
increasing as much as 65% 
and Equipment by 29%

Police 
Uniforms

Increases of more than 
32% since 2022

Fire Ladder 
Trucks

23% increases 
since 2022 and 

long wait times of 
more than a year
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Police
2023

• Added 4 new police 
officers

• Added 1 new dispatch 
training coordinator

2024

• Budget request includes  
1 new dispatcher

Fire
2023

• Added 21 new full‐time 
firefighters

2024

• Budget request includes  
6 new full‐time 
firefighters

Investments in Public Safety

Change from Preliminary 2024 Budget and Levy

12

$ change 
to Levy

Change from Preliminary 2024 Budget

‐535KTransfer from Employee Benefits fund

‐300KIncrease in Permit Revenue

‐191KWait until Q2 2024 to hire 6 additional firefighters

‐40KBudget relief from Public Safety State Aid

‐22K Small adjustments throughout departments

‐20KIncreased estimate of Police COT overhead

‐$1.1 MTotal reduction from preliminary levy

Preliminary Tax Levy: 
Increase of 9.49% 

Proposed Final Tax Levy: 
Increase of 7.97%

Reduction of $1.1 million 
(1.52%)
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2024 General Fund Revenues

Recommended
Final 2024      
Tax Levy

$69,321,549 Property Tax Levy

10,219,748 
Lodging and Admission 
Taxes

6,219,054 Permits and Licenses

5,927,769 
Transfers from Other 
Funds

5,489,054 
Intergovernmental 
Revenue

2,173,972 Program Income

746,968 Other

$100,098,114Total

Property Tax Levy
69%

Lodging and 
Admission Taxes

10%

Permits and 
Licenses

6%

Transfers from 
Other Funds

6%

Intergovernmental Revenue
6%

Program Income
2%

Other
1%

2024 General Fund Expenses

Recommended
Final 2024    
Tax Levy

$33,576,947Police

9,950,571Fire

14,923,458Public Works

12,143,460Parks and Recreation

10,829,579Community Development

8,899,289Community Services

4,429,906Finance & Legal

4,408,586Admin & City Council

936,318Estimated 
Unexpended/Contingency

$100,098,114Total

Police
34%

Fire
10%

Public Works
15%

Parks and 
Recreation

12%

Community 
Development

11%

Community 
Services

9%

Finance & Legal
4%

Admin & City 
Council
4%

Estimated  
Unexpended/ 
Contingency

1%
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General 
Fund 
2024 
Budget 
Request

Proposed 2024 Tax Levy
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Average Preliminary 2024 Tax Levy increase 
for Minnesota Cities 8.4% 

Sample of 2024 Residential Property Tax Statement

Preliminary 9.49% City Tax Levy Increase

Median Value Home ‐ $361,800 

• City Property Tax  $1,444.68

• County Property Tax  $1,233.71 

• School Property Tax  $1,322.74 

• Other Property Tax  $   331.66

• Total Property Tax  $4,332.79

Revised 7.97% City Tax Levy Increase

Median Value Home ‐ $361,800 

• City Property Tax   $1,423.20

• County Property Tax  $1,233.71 

• School Property Tax  $1,322.74 

• Other Property Tax  $   331.66

• Total Property Tax  $4,311.31 
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Proposed Final 2024 Tax Levy % Increase 
compared to other Cities Preliminary %’s

• B7 Staffing Requests by Department

19

B7 Staffing Requests by Department

IncreaseCity

3.70%St Paul

4.96%Eden Prairie

5.12%Minneapolis

5.89%Richfield

6.55%Golden Valley

6.68%Maple Grove

6.94%Eagan

7.25%Burnsville

IncreaseCity

7.52%Plymouth

7.65%St Louis Park

7.75%Minnetonka

7.97% 9.49%Bloomington

8.81%Woodbury

9.36%Edina

10.84%Lakeville

11.77%Brooklyn Park

2023 Final Property Tax
Comparison of Median Value Home $ per Month
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State of Minnesota ‐ Property Tax Refund 
(Form M1PR)

Minnesota homeowners and renters 
may qualify for a Property Tax 
Refund.  The Refund provides 
property tax relief depending on 
your income and property taxes.

For more information‐
Minnesota Department of Revenue: 
https://www.revenue.state.mn.us/pr
operty‐tax‐refund 
651‐296‐3781 or 1‐800‐652‐9094

State of Minnesota ‐ Property Tax Refund 
(Form M1PR)
• Two types available:

Regular Property Tax Refund
• Compares property taxes 
versus your total household 
income

• Renter income less than 
$69,520; Homeowner less 
than $128,280

Special Property Tax Refund
• Increase in taxes beyond State 
set level

• For 2022 to 2023: increase of 
6% and at least $100 increase.

• Due date is August 15 ‐ you may file 
up to one year after the due date

• You must homestead the property to 
qualify for refund
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Senior Deferral Property Tax Program

• Caps property taxes a resident pays each year at 3% of previous year’s income.

• Person must be 65 or older, if they are married, their spouse must be 62 or older.

• Household income needs to be less than $96,000.

• Must have lived in home for the last 5 or more years.

• Must have homesteaded home for the last 5 or more years. 

• When home is sold deferral is voluntarily cancelled, loan must be repaid with interest. 
• The interest rate varies but does not exceed 5%.

• Changes for this year include 5 instead of 15 years lived/homestead the house and household 
income limit increase to $96,000 from $60,000.

• The City Assessors office is available to help residents who have questions about this program. 

Public Hearing 
2024 Tax Levy
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Motions

Motion by  , seconded by  to adopt Resolution No. 

2023‐ , Adopting the Final 2024 General Fund Budget.

AND

Motion by  , seconded by  to adopt Resolution No. 

2023‐ , Establishing Final Tax Levies for the City of 

Bloomington for the Year 2024.
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