
Nine Mile Creek Corridor Renewal

Occupying more than 240 acres, Moir/Central Park in the Nine Mile Creek Watershed is one of the 
largest parks in Bloomington. Amenities include baseball and softball fields, a disc golf course, 
playgrounds, seasonal restrooms, miles of improved and 

natural trails, a volleyball court, two picnic shelters, and outdoor picnic 
areas. This region is enjoyed by visitors from throughout the southwest 
metro area.
 The 2021 Park System Master Plan assessed existing park 
infrastructure, and established needs and priorities based on 
extensive stakeholder and community engagement and input. 
Priorities identified through this process included new park shelter 
buildings, outdoor gathering spaces, natural resources, and increasing 
diversification of park amenities. 

Regional Impact
 This project restores natural resources within a Metro DNR 
Conservation Corridor and provides the community with increased 
year-round recreational access to regionally significant trail networks in the Minnesota River Valley. 
 Natural areas are the underpinning of Bloomington’s park system. The 2022 Natural Resources 
Prioritization and Management Strategies for Bloomington Parks ranked Moir/Central Park and Nine 
Mile Creek as the highest priority for restoration. A bike trail connection through Moir/
Central Park to the Minnesota River Valley is also part of the Park System Master Plan. Trail 

connections to the river valley would provide increased access to existing and planned 
State trails.

City of Bloomington  |  Local Option Sales Tax Request

The City of Bloomington 
is seeking legislative 
approval to have voters 
consider a 0.50% Local 
Option Sales Tax for 
20 years to help fund 
improvements in the 
Nine Mile Creek Corridor 
at an estimated $20 
million plus interest and 
financing costs.



Park, Trail and Amenity Improvements
The project would implement a wide array of improvements, including:
• 131 acres of woodland and wetland restoration.
• 12,000 lineal feet of stream/riparian restoration of Nine Mile Creek.
• 12,400 feet of trails with associated retaining walls, wayfinding kiosks and signage.
• Seven new trail bridges within Central Park.
• A boardwalk connecting the river bottom trails to Moir/Central Park.
• Trail widening to improve safety and allow bikes along the park trails. 
• ADA accessibility improvements allowing easier access from upper portion of the 

park to trails and natural resource amenities in the lower portion.
• New park shelter building and outdoor gathering space with restrooms.
• New playground.
• Reevaluation of softball fields use.
• New amenities desired by the community.
A community-driven planning process will develop a new vision for Moir/Central Park, 
with design principles reflecting the Park System Master Plan’s priorities of natural 
resources, park facility needs, trails/mobility and equity.

Questions
 For more information, contact Bloomington Parks and Recreation Assistant 
Director for Parks and Park Projects Renae Clark at 952-563-8890 or rclark@
bloomingtonmn.gov. 


