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Ballot questions cover garbage and voting 

During the general election on Tuesday, November 3, residents will have the opportunity to vote on City-organized solid 
waste collection and ranked choice voting. 

Solid waste collection 
Two questions regarding organized collection will be on the ballot. The first asks voters if they want to change the City’s 

Charter to prevent the City from organizing solid waste collection without a vote in a general election. A “yes” vote means 
that the voter wants to change the City Charter to require the voters, in an election, to decide if Bloomington should have City-
organized solid waste collection. A “no” vote means the voter does not want to change the City Charter and wishes to leave 
decisions about garbage and recycling collection up to the City Council.

If the first question passes and changes the Charter, the second question will give the voters an opportunity to decide 
whether or not City-organized collection should continue. A “yes” vote means the voter wants to stop the current City-organized 
trash, recycling, bulky waste, electronic waste and yard waste collection services. A “yes” vote means the voter wants to revert 
back to residents selecting their own individual private trash haulers. A “no” vote means the voter wants to continue the current 
City-organized trash, recycling, bulky waste, electronic waste, and yard waste collection services in the City.

If the first question does not pass, the second question will not be considered and City-organized solid waste collection will 
continue. Vote on both questions to make your preferences known.

Currently, Bloomington households have City-organized solid waste collection. A resident petition was circulated to 
require the City put the change to the voters as an additional step before moving to organized collection. In February 2020, 
the Minnesota Supreme Court ruled that the resident petition to require a vote before moving to City-organized solid waste 
collection was lawful.

Solid waste collection includes the collection of garbage, recyclables, yard waste and bulky items. All one- and two-
unit residences, and some townhome complexes that have chosen to opt into the program, would be affected by changes to 
organized collection. 

If City-organized collection ends, residents will be required to contract with a hauler they select. Prices and collection days 
will vary across the city.

For more information, call 952-563-4581, visit blm.mn/ocfaq or email publicworks@BloomingtonMN.gov.

Ranked choice voting 
In August, the City Council voted to include a question about ranked choice voting on this year’s ballot.  The ballot question 

will read: “Should the Bloomington City Charter be amended to elect the Mayor and City Council members by the Ranked Choice 
Voting method?” If the ballot question passes with at least 51% of voters choosing “yes,” ranked choice voting would be used for 
municipal elections starting in November 2021.

Ranked choice voting is sometimes referred to as “instant runoff voting” or “preferential voting.” It is a process that allows 
voters to rank their choices for each office. First-choice votes are counted. If no candidate has a majority of the votes (more than 
50%), the candidate with the fewest number of first-choice votes is eliminated. Voters who picked the eliminated candidate as 
their first choice have their second-choice vote counted instead. This process repeats until one candidate has a majority. 

Read more about ranked choice voting at blm.mn/rcv. 
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Community Budget Advisory Committee: Reviewing services and 
delivering budget options  

The City is forecasting a budget shortfall of $6 – 7 million in 2021 due to revenue losses from COVID-19. To ensure 
resident perspectives are reflected in difficult budget choices, the City Council appointed a Community Budget 

Advisory Committee in May.  CBAC has been meeting weekly since June. The group provided preliminary levy 
recommendations to the City Council at the end of August. By looking at the overall budget instead of reducing services 
one by one, the City Council is aiming to ensure service changes reflect what community members value most. 

In late September, CBAC hosted two virtual engagement events to gather input on what City services residents value 
most. Those events had not yet been held when this newsletter went to print. Visit blm.mn/cbac for more information on 
the type of feedback attendees provided. 

The committee is providing monthly status reports to the City Council on its work. The committee also provided 
three to four revenue scenarios by the end of September and three to four final budget options by early November. CBAC 
will host the following community listening sessions online in October:

Give feedback on proposed budget options
• Thursday, October 15, 6:30 – 8 p.m.
• Saturday, October 17, 10 – 11:30 a.m.
Residents may also read about and share their feedback on the proposed City budget solutions at blm.mn/letstalk. 

Learn more about these events, watch CBAC meetings live, watch past meetings, view agendas and minutes, or sign up 
for email updates at blm.mn/cbac.
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Mayor’s memo
COVID-19 impacting government budgets nationwide 
By Mayor Tim Busse

The coronavirus pandemic has created the largest 
economic downturn since 2008’s Great Recession. 
Businesses have closed, people have lost their 

jobs or been laid off and many industries have come to a 
grinding halt, one of those being the tourism industry. In 
Bloomington, that has translated to millions of dollars lost 
from lodging and admissions taxes, mostly paid by people 
who come to Bloomington and are not residents.

Bloomington’s hospitality industry is a multibillion-
dollar economic engine for the state of Minnesota and 
about 20% of the City of Bloomington’s tax base. Lodging 
tax revenues from the more than 9,000 hotel rooms in the 
city and admission tax revenues from entertainment venues 
such as Nickelodeon Universe usually generate about 12% of 
the City’s general fund revenues, which fund City services, 
including essential services like Police, Fire and Public Works.

We felt a larger impact locally in 2020 because 
Bloomington relies on tourism as a major contributor to the 
budget, and 2021 and 2022 will continue to be challenging years. 

According to the National League of Cities’ annual 
budget report, nearly eight in 10 finance officers indicate that 
their cities are less able to meet the financial needs of their 
communities in fiscal year 2020 than they were in fiscal year 
2019. This jumps to about nine in 10 cities reporting “less 

able” when asked to anticipate their budgetary capacity for 
fiscal year 2021. To give you a sense of what this number is in 
a usual year, only 24% of finance officers reported that their 
city was less able to meet fiscal needs in 2019 than 2018.

Bloomington has been very fortunate to have a broad base 
of revenues combined with a long history of sound financial 
management. The City is not as dependent on property taxes 
as other cities, which represents about two-thirds of general 
fund revenues. These are reasons why Bloomington is one 
of only 40 cities nationwide to receive three triple-A credit 
ratings and why only an event of this magnitude could affect 
the City’s financial situation to this extent.

Since March, City staff have proactively worked with the 
Public Health Division to understand the pandemic and with 
Finance staff to identify the extent of the budget shortfall. 
We’ve made residents more involved than ever in budget 
development by convening a Community Budget Advisory 
Committee, read more below. The committee will help resident 
voices come to the forefront of planning for the 2021 budget. 
Be sure to let us know what you think at blm.mn/letstalk. 
Since the pandemic began I’ve witnessed countless examples 
of how strong this community is and how much we care for 
each other. I know that, if we work together, we can meet this 
budget challenge and be stronger than we were before. 

Briefing
Volume 28, Number 10

The Briefing, published monthly by the City 
of Bloomington, is mailed to residents and 
businesses. Direct comments and requests for 
Braille, larger print or computer file to Commu-
nications Administrator Janine Hill, 1800 West 
Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington MN 55431-
3071; PH 952-563-8819; MN Relay 711;
FAX 952-563-8715;  
Email: jhill@BloomingtonMN.gov  
Website: BloomingtonMN.gov

Bloomington City Council
Mayor 
Tim Busse  
952-563-8782 (w) 
952-457-7506 (c) 
tbusse@
BloomingtonMN.gov

Councilmember At Large 
Nathan Coulter 
952-239-0531 
ncoulter@
BloomingtonMN.gov

Councilmember At Large 
Jenna Carter 
612-701-0321 
jcarter@
BloomingtonMN.gov

Councilmember District I 
Dwayne Lowman  
 952-270-2377 
dlowman@ 
BloomingtonMN.gov

Councilmember District II 
Shawn Nelson 
952-479-0471 
snelson@
BloomingtonMN.gov

Councilmember District III 
Jack Baloga 
952-944-5194 
jbaloga@
BloomingtonMN.gov

Councilmember District IV 
Patrick Martin 
952-454-6657 
pmartin@
BloomingtonMN.gov

Elected officials presented for informational purposes.

Councilmembers  
council@BloomingtonMN.gov

Executive Staff 
Jamie Verbrugge, City Manager  952-563-8780 
citymanager@BloomingtonMN.gov 

Kris Wilson, Assistant City Manager  952-563-8780 
citymanager@BloomingtonMN.gov 

Diann Kirby, Community Services 952-563-8717 
communityservices@BloomingtonMN.gov

Lori Economy-Scholler, Finance 952-563-8791 
finance@BloomingtonMN.gov

Ulie Seal, Fire 952-563-4801 
fire@BloomingtonMN.gov

Amy Cheney, Information Technology 952-563-4885 
it@BloomingtonMN.gov

Melissa Manderschied, Legal 952-563-8753 
legal@BloomingtonMN.gov

Ann Kattreh, Parks and Recreation 952-563-8877 
parksrec@BloomingtonMN.gov

Jeffrey Potts, Police 952-563-8601 
police@BloomingtonMN.gov

Karl Keel, Public Works 952-563-8731 
publicworks@BloomingtonMN.gov

General phone number 952-563-8700
The City of Bloomington complies with all applicable 
provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and does not 
discriminate on the basis of disability in the admission 
or access to, or treatment or employment in, its services, 
programs, or activities. Upon request, accommodation will be 
provided to allow individuals with disabilities to participate 
in all City of Bloomington services, programs, and activities. 
The City has designated coordinators to facilitate compliance 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and to 
coordinate compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973 as mandated by the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development regulations. For more information, 
contact the Human Services Division, City of Bloomington, 
1800 West Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington, MN 55431-3027; 
952-563-8733.

Upon request, this information can be available in Braille, 
large print, audio tape and/or electronic format.  



Books on race in a 
little library near 
you 

The Bloomington Human Rights 
Commission and Bloomington 

Volunteers, a local group of about 10 
people organizing and volunteering 
in the community, worked together to 
bring books about race and diversity 
to little libraries around the city. 

Volunteers Casey Speaker 
and Stephanie Tanner wanted 
to provide a way for families to 
have conversations about race and 
diversity following the killing of 
George Floyd.  They contacted the 
City’s Community Outreach and 
Engagement Division to share 
their idea and find other partners 
interested in this project, and the 
Human Rights Commission agreed to 
cosponsor it.

With selections ranging from 
How to Be an Antiracist to the 
children’s book Overground Railroad, 
the Human Rights Commission 
purchased 33 books for Bloomington 
Volunteers to distribute. Each book 
has an added message inside that 
reads: “This book was donated by 
the Bloomington Human Rights 
Commission. We’d love to hear from 
those who read these books! Tag us 
on social media with #BloomReads.” 
To donate books or funds email 
blmvolunteersconnection@gmail.com. 

You can find these books in the 
little libraries around Bloomington. 
Find local little libraries at  
littlefreelibrary.org/ourmap. 

Bloomington 
COVID-19 statistics 

Learn more about how COVID-19 is 
affecting Bloomington through the 

online dashboard at blm.mn/cdash. 
It includes local statistics like total 
number of cases, number of deaths, 
demographics of cases and more. 

This data does not reflect the 
total number of cases in Bloomington, 
as many have not been tested. 

If there are fewer than 10 in a 
demographic, data is suppressed to 
respect privacy.

Data is updated by 1p.m. Monday 
through Friday, with information 
from the previous day.

Dred Scott Playfield wheelhouse 
improvements complete

This summer a new wheelhouse was completed at Dred 
Scott Playfield, 10820 Bloomington Ferry Road. The new 

facility contains a concession stand, restrooms and drainage 
system, which replaces the two-story wheelhouse used 
for years.

The new concession area is more protected from the sun 
and rain. The building is designed to be water resistant and 
low maintenance. Concrete and coated surfaces are noticeable 
throughout the facility. Interior wood trim softens the look 
and adds a connection to nature. Americans with Disabilities 
Act compliant bathrooms are self-contained and easily 
accessed by all. Modern lighting controls function at the 
touch of a button.

See more of the new wheelhouse at blm.mn/wheelhouse. 
For other information, visit blm.mn/parks or call 952-563-8877. 

Ryan Meany delivering books on race 
to little libraries around Bloomington.

City of Bloomington Briefing, October 2020 • #ONEBLOOMINGTON  Page 3

Around the Airport project nearly complete

Road construction around the airport is in its final stage and is expected to be complete in October. Around the Airport is a 
construction project to resurface Highway 5 with new concrete and repair 12 bridges and ramps. When the project is finished, 

motorists will have a smoother ride on Highway 5 and I-494.
If you travel on Highway 5, plan extra time for your commute, through the end of October, and know your route before you 

hit the road. The westbound Highway 5 lanes and ramps will be closed between TH 62 and I-494.  During this time, the eastbound 
Highway 5 traffic lanes will remain open and westbound traffic will be detoured around the airport using westbound TH62, 
southbound TH77 and eastbound I-494. 

All traffic impacts are tentative and weather dependent. For closure maps, detour information, travel tools and other 
information, visit blm.mn/h5construction or call 651-296-3000.

Bloomington 
yesterday
Dred Scott Playfield honors 
struggle for freedom

In 1971, in tribute to Dred Scott’s place in the history 
of Minnesota and the nation, the Bloomington City 
Council named the 50-acre park complex at 10820 

Bloomington Ferry Road the Dred Scott Playfield. 
A forerunner in the fight to achieve racial justice, 

Scott endured a 10-year struggle to free himself and 
his family from slavery. After living as a slave in free 
states and territories for four years, including time 
at Fort Snelling, Scott began his case for emancipation. His case 
went all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court. In Scott v. Sanford, citing racist findings, the 
Supreme Court ruled against the emancipation of Scott, and even held that Scott was not a citizen of the U.S. and could 
not sue in federal court. 

The decision propelled the abolitionist movement and contributed to the tensions that led to the Civil War. In 1857, he and 
his spouse, Harriet Scott, were voluntarily freed. Tragically, his time of freedom was brief. Scott died the next year.

To learn more about the naming or history of Dred Scott Playfield, email the Human Rights Commission at  
humanrights@BloomingtonMN.gov. For more information about park facilities at Dred Scott Playfield, visit blm.mn/dredscott 
or email parksrec@bloomingtonmn.gov.



Keep goldfish out of 
lakes 

Don’t dump your unwanted 
goldfish or other aquarium 

fish in outside waterbodies. While 
it could seem like you are giving the 
fish another chance at life, a dumped 
goldfish is not a keeper of an idea.

Goldfish crowd out native fish. As 
members of the carp family, goldfish 
are hardy creatures and will live year-
round if water doesn’t freeze or lose 
all of its oxygen in the winter. Once 
goldfish get into water, it’s hard to get 
them out. Removal requires tracking 
and tracing, which is costly, and this 
is in addition to the cost of fixing the 
damage they cause. 

Call 952-563-8748 to report 
sightings of goldfish in local 
waterbodies.

How to dispose of 
ash tree waste 

The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is 
smaller than a quarter but can 

cause big problems for ash trees.
The best time to prune or cut 

an ash tree is October through April 
when the insects are dormant. Be 
extra cautious when pruning or 
removing diseased wood. All ash tree 
wood must be disposed of properly. 
Hennepin County is quarantined for 
EAB. For Bloomington residents, that 
means taking the wood to the closest 
appropriate facility. Find the facility 
closest to you at blm.mn/EABdisposal.

Symptoms of infested ash trees 
include woodpecker holes from where 
the birds feed on larvae, cracked 
bark caused by tunneling larvae 
and distinctive patterns of S-shaped 
galleries just under the tree’s bark.

For more information, visit  
blm.mn/EAB or call 952-563-8760.

Battle buckthorn 

Buckthorn is an invasive plant 
that crowds out native plants and 

endangers pollinators by limiting 
their habitat. If you have buckthorn 
in your yard, fall or winter is the best 
time to remove it. There will be fewer 
bugs and buckthorn leaves stay green 
longer than native plants, making it 
easier to spot. Check with your local 
garden center or hardware store for 
recommendations on effective weed 
killers to use on buckthorn. For more 
information, call 952-563-8760.

Earth action hero: Picking up 
litter adds to the walk

Maybe you’ve noticed the man with the Lands’ End bag walking along Lyndale and 
Nicollet avenues and 98th Street? Douglas Sandin goes out for an hour-long walk every day, 
year-round. Along his three-and-a-half mile-route, he puts his Bloomington pride to work and 

does his part to make the community better. He picks up litter, all kinds of litter. 
In 2014, after heart trouble—and following his doctor’s advice—Sandin took up walking. Litter removal soon became part of 

his routine and continues to this day.
“I’m no hero. I’m not looking for recognition,” Sandin said. “I’m trying to give my heart a workout and thought while I was 

doing that I’d do something useful.”
People around town have taken notice of Sandin, with his plastic Lands’ End bag in tow. As he finds litter, he puts it into the 

bag, then empties it when he goes by a public garbage can. If there’s anything left over beyond that, he takes the litter home for 
disposal. When he finds keys or other items of value, he takes them to the police station.

A neighbor, Norma Macdonald-Ockwig, was so impressed by Sandin’s faithful routine of walking and removing litter that 
she contacted Lands’ End. The company sent Sandin a collection of its signature plastic bags and a fancy canvas bag. Now, if you 
spot Sandin out on his daily walk, his Lands’ End bag will be new—and most likely filled with litter.

Only rain down the drain

What goes down the drain or into the street ends up in 
the storm drain and into waterbodies. Storm water 

runoff is one of the leading causes of water pollution.
What is called “illicit discharge” happens when pollutants 

are put into stormwater systems. With a few exceptions, such 
as water from washing a car (individual residential only) 
or chlorine-free pool water, only clean rainwater is allowed 
to go into storm sewers. Everything else is considered illicit 
discharge. There are obvious examples, like paint or motor oil, 
but more often illicit discharge may be something less obvious, 
like muddy water or grass clippings from mowing the lawn. While it may seem like a non-issue, even small things, like dumping 
grass clippings and leaves on the road, can have a big impact of water quality.

Properly dispose of paint, oil and other common pollutants. Bring them to the Hennepin Recycling and Problem Waste 
Drop-Off Center, 1400 West 96th Street, 612-348-3777. And remember, going to a car wash is better for the environment than 
doing it yourself.

If you see paint, oil or other material that could be getting into stormwater, contact the Engineering Division by calling  
952-563-4870 or email engineering@BloomingtonMN.gov.
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Earth Day turns 50 

Reflect on the first 50 years of Earth Day celebrations and count on the next 50 years being greener at a community celebration 
hosted by the Bloomington Sustainability Commission and the League of Women Voters of Bloomington on Thursday, 

October 22, 7 – 8:30 p.m., via a Zoom video conference. 
Mayor Tim Busse and sustainability commissioners will discuss topics, including the impacts of climate change, loss of 

biodiversity and Sustainable Bloomington. You’ll learn things suitable for all ages and backgrounds to be more sustainable in your 
day-to-day life.

Advance registration is required. To register or learn more, visit blm.mn/earth50. Virtual doors open at 6:45 p.m. for a 
15-minute technology tour for those who are not familiar with Zoom.

Sustainability, racial equity training in progress

Sustainability and racial equity are intertwined. Black, 
Indigenous, People of Color (BIPOC) communities experience 

the adverse effects of climate change first and to a higher 
degree. To offer more inclusion and opportunities for BIPOC 
communities in environmental planning, the Sustainability 
Commission has started a racial equity training program. 

Five members of the Sustainability Commission will take 
the Equity Foundations Training. One City Council Member 
will also participate. Racial Equity Coordinator Faith Jackson 

and Sustainability Coordinator Emma Struss are cofacilitating 
the five-part training series. After the training is complete, 
participants will report their findings.

“The goal is to develop shared language and analysis to 
integrate equity into sustainability programs,” Struss said.

Equity and inclusion, and environmental sustainability 
make up two of the City’s strategic priorities. For more 
information, email estruss@BloomingtonMN.gov or call 952-
563-4862 for more information.



Respect rules of the 
road

With 50 miles of off-road trails 
and 60 miles of bike lanes, 

Bloomington offers many biking 
destinations. Follow the rules of the 
road to make your biking experience 
safe and enjoyable. It’s the 
neighborly thing to do and makes 
getting around Bloomington a better 
experience for everyone. 

If you are heading out for a bike 
ride, consider these safety tips. 

• Before leaving home, discuss 
your bike route with others.

• Wear a properly fitted helmet.
• Follow traffic rules. Ride 

with the flow of traffic, obey traffic 
signs and use proper hand signals.

• Follow social distancing 
guidelines. Remain six feet or more 
from other bikers and pedestrians.

For more information, call 952-
563-4900 or email  
police@BloomingtonMN.gov.

National Night Out 
canceled for 2020

In the interest of keeping the 
community safe during the 

COVID-19 pandemic, the Bloomington 
Police Department canceled the 2020 
National Night Out event.  

National Night Out is an annual 
event that promotes building 
police-community partnerships and 
making neighborhoods safer, more 
caring places. 

A food drive for VEAP has 
always been a key piece of National 
Night Out. Block Captains are still 
encouraged to collect nonperishable 
items and donate them to the VEAP 
food shelf, 9600 Aldrich Ave. S. 
Donations help keep individuals, 
families and our neighborhoods 
strong and stable. 

For more information, visit  
blm.mn/nno. 

How to help street sweepers

There’s more to street sweeping than meets the eye, and 
residents can make the process better. Provide the space for a 

clean sweep. Keep your garbage cans off the road. Don’t park your 
car on the street. 

Lighten the leaf load. When you are doing yard work, don’t put 
leaves onto the street. Instead use your leaves as mulch or compost. 
Another way to dispose of leaves is to bag them for pickup. To 
arrange yard waste service, call the City Utility Billing Office at 
952-563-8726.

Street sweeping by the numbers:

Miles per hour sweeping speed. 

Street sweeping vehicles in the City fleet.

Miles per hour top speed of a sweeper. 

Lane-miles of street in Bloomington.

Tons of debris removed annually.

3–5

5

20

2,016

2,300

Notable neighbor: Dr. Hazel Claiborn 

Ten families virtually gathered for a dinner party in August, sharing healthy 
recipes, laughs, food and fellowship. The virtual dinner was made possible 

by the Coalition of Asian American Leaders Sparks Grant secured by Dr. Hazel 
Claiborn, at right. 

“So much happens over dinner,” Claiborn said. “This dinner was 
diverse, including African American families, blended families and 
white families. In African American homes, especially, a lot of healing 
happens over food. I believe laughter is medicine, especially in 
times like these.”

Claiborn has been in Bloomington for 14 years. She 
has a big presence at the Potter’s House of Jesus Christ as a 
community leader and Pastor Earnest Claiborn’s wife. She has 
been invested in local community health for years. She became a 
member of the Bloomington Advisory Board of Health this year 
and has been working with local public health staff on different 
projects for more than 10 years. She was also featured in the 
Hands on Twin Cities 100 years of volunteers book, serves on the 
board for VEAP and volunteers at Feed My Starving Children.
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Meet a Bloomington 
firefighter

James Jonathan has been a Bloomington firefighter for a 
little more than a year. He serves out of Station 1. 

Q: What is your day job?
A: When I’m not working at the station, I bartend at Willy 

McCoy’s.
Q: What made you want to become a firefighter?
A: What made me want to become a firefighter is 

growing up down the street from a station in Eagan and 
thinking it would be the coolest job to have as a career.

Q: What do you like most about firefighting?
A: The best part about firefighting is helping 

people out in a time of need, keeping them safe, and 
obviously being able to fight fire. It’s awesome.

Q:: What are some of your hobbies?
A: My hobbies are attending sporting events, playing 

sports, playing with my dogs, attempting home remodeling 
and, most importantly, hanging out with my fiance.

At your service: Greg 
Chapman

This time of year, street sweepers are out 
in full force. Peak times are during the 

fall and spring, but street sweeping continues 
year-round in Bloomington. Leaves, storm debris, 
road work and construction, and even car 
accident clutter, mean that the to-do 
list for a street sweeper is always a 
busy one.  

After 16 years on the job, 
Equipment Operator Greg 
Chapman knows the inner 
workings of street sweeping 
vehicles and what it takes to 
run one. He enjoys working 
with them. With their size and a 
top speed of 20 miles per hour, 
people take notice.

“Residents give us a 
thumbs up when we go 
by. Kids like to watch and 
stare,” Chapman said. “I 
think people appreciate 
what we do for them.”



Project P.L.A.Y.’s 
lasting benefits

Over the past several months, 
Bloomington’s youth has had 

opportunities to participate in fun, 
engaging, active, imaginative and 
inclusive recreation programs offered 
through Project P.L.A.Y. (Providing 
Leisure Activities for Youth). The 
benefits of this Parks and Recreation 
Department initiative are ongoing.

Besides programs, including 
Learn to Bike, Take Home Summer 
Camp Kits, and Pop-up Soccer, 
the Project P.L.A.Y. grant helped to 
fund new equipment that will be 
available for other programs. New 
mobile recreation centers, bikes 
and paddleboards will enhance the 
City’s ability to deliver programs and 
services to Bloomington residents 
well into the future.

The Project P.L.A.Y. initiative was 
funded by a $363,000 grant through 
the CARES Act.

To learn more, call call 952-563-
8877 or visit blm.mn/Project-PLAY.

Park System Master 
Plan update

The process for a new Park System 
Master Plan started in fall 2019. 

The Park System Master Plan is a road 
map for planning and completing 
park improvements. It will help the 
City decide what parks to focus on 
first in the future, and ensure changes 
and investments to parks fit into the 
bigger picture of serving the needs of 
the community today and long term. 

The Park System Master Plan 
will consider local and national park 
and recreation trends, community 
demographics, facility needs, 
current and future programming 
needs, maintenance, long-term 
sustainability, and most importantly, 
information gathered from the 
community. It will ultimately be 
the foundation for future decision-
making, program planning, budgeting 
and park system investments.

Based on your comments 
provided throughout the year, we are 
preparing a draft vision statement, 
goals and guiding principles for the 
Park System Master Plan. To stay 
informed and continue to provide 
input on the draft plan call  
952-563-8877 go to blm.mn/parks2020.

Halloween coloring contest’s a real treat

Have a “fang-tastic” Halloween from the comfort of 
your own home. Enter the Halloween coloring contest 
for kids. Create something “bootiful” with markers, 

crayons or colored pencils. The contest is open to preschool to 
fourth-grade children, and there’s a chance to win prizes.

First-, second- and third-place prizes will be awarded for 
each age group. Return your colored entry (either by U.S. mail 
or drop-off) by 4:30 p.m., Monday, October 19, to Parks and 
Recreation, 1800 West Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington, MN 
55431. 

Coloring contest art supplied by funlovingfamilies.com.

Outdoor Farmers Market season ending 

The Bloomington Farmers Market remains open on Saturdays 
through October 24. Don’t miss the chance to buy maple syrup, 

honey, apples, pumpkins, squash, carrots and other fall favorites. 
This season the Farmers Market looked a little different, but 

still provided access to plenty of healthy, local food. Market staff and 
vendors adapted quickly to accommodate changing guidelines for 
COIVD-19 safety. Before you visit the Farmers Market, check out the 
latest on social distancing rules and vendors. To learn more visit blm.
mn/fbookfarmers or call 952-563-8877.

Drive-in for a family fun Halloween event

As darkness falls upon Bloomington land, a Happy Halloween night is at hand—during the drive-thru Halloween event. Drive 
in for a spell on All Hallows’ Eve.
Bring your family and celebrate safely from your own vehicle. Wave to firefighters, police officers and surprise characters. 

Gaze at frightfully fun decorations. Kids will be treated to gobblin’ good candy and other small prizes from booths provided by 
local organizations. 

The first-ever drive-thru Halloween event is presented by Bloomington Parks and Recreation, Bloomington Optimists Club 
and Northwestern Health Sciences University. (Costumes are not required to participate in this family-style event. Guests will 
stay in their personal vehicles during the event.)

Come if you dare on Saturday, October 31, 3:30 – 5:30 p.m., to Northwestern Health Sciences University Parking Lot, 2501 West 
84th Street.

Name ____________________________________________________ Grade ___________  Phone ______________________
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Enjoy two art 
exhibits

In October, you can experience two 
exhibits online at Artistrymn.org 

or make an in-person visit to the 
Bloomington Center for the Arts, 
1800 West Old Shakopee Road. Due 
to COVID-19, the Bloomington Center 
for the Arts and all galleries will 
have appropriate social distancing 
practices in place when open.
44th Annual Members’ Juried Art 
Exhibition

October 2 – November 13

Inez Greenberg Gallery

The Annual Members’ Juried Art 
Exhibition is one of the most popular 
shows at Artistry in the Bloomington 
Center for the Arts. Each year this 
exhibition brings together Artistry’s 
many members and showcases their 
diverse range of artistic talents. The 
2020 show was juried by Nicole 
Watson, Director of the Catherine 
G. Murphy Gallery at St. Catherine 
University. Exhibiting artists 
competed for 11 awards, including a 
$500 Best of Show Award. 

 Due to COVID-19 there will not 
be an in-person reception or awards 
ceremony. However, a virtual awards 
presentation will be available online 
on October 8.  

A Perturbable Stillness

Through October 30

Atrium Gallery

Sharon Ulrich is a Minneapolis-
based oil painter who grew up in 
Madagascar and South Africa. Her 
active imagination and dreamy style 
shape her work. “By introducing 
understated and disparate elements 
I invite my viewers to look further…
in hopes to find something new to 
discover and internalize,” Ulrich said.

For more information, visit 
Artistrymn.org or call 952-563-8575.

Bloomington destinations: Sculptures to see

Want to experience some world-class art? Just head outdoors. Take a look at these privately-owned sculptures in 
Bloomington:

1. “Memorial Structure” is located in the plaza of the AC 
Hotel, 8100 26th Avenue South. Designed in 1961, the sculpture 
was created by Herbert Bayer, a well-known Austrian artist of the 
Bauhaus school. The developer of the hotel, David Peters, has long 
admired Bayer’s work and picked out the sculpture personally.

“We feel anything we build and design should have a 
public art component,” President of Terratron, David Peters 
said. “We consider them to be an investment to the community 
in addition to our properties.”

2. Distinctive sculptural forms are located throughout 
Bloomington Central Station Park, 8100 33rd Avenue South. 
At dawn and dusk, the park transforms as sculptural fixtures 
glow into a linear light show. The park is owned by McGough 
Construction, the architect was AECOM and the designer was 
O2 Design.

3.  A different geometric picture appears at every angle 
as you walk around the large metal sculpture at 9555 James 
Avenue South. Look at the base on each side and you will 
see “StarLight Moon” and “Russel Erickson ‘87” built into the 
sculpture’s framework. Erickson was a prolific sculptor and 
Minneapolis College of Art and Design staff member before he 
left the art world in pursuit of a career in finance.

4. Sculptures are on display along the walking trail west 
of the Japanese garden at Normandale Community College. 
One moving tribute is “My Heart Is Open” by Gene Piersa, a 
memorial in honor of Dr. Russell Smiley, a beloved faculty 
member and respected teacher from 1987 to 2013.

For other information about Bloomington art, go to  
blm.mn/placemaking or call 952-563-8744. 

Take Continental Ballet courses online 

Add beauty to your moves—learn classical dance. Continental Ballet offers online classes with instruction and training 
in traditional classical ballet. No special equipment is needed, but a counter or chair can be useful for balance. Students 
will go through a series of barre exercises that develop muscles, improve balance and flexibility, and start to develop the 

classical lines of a ballet dancer.
All classes are arranged by student level. Classes are offered for students in grades one and two, and grades three and four. 

Ballet 4P is for students grade four and older who have begun to work on pointe. Ballet Five is designed for students with at least 
one year of pointe work and advanced classes.  

An online Introduction to Ballet course for adults is available through community education. To register, visit blm.mn/ballet, 
email cbcinfo@continentalballet.com or call 952-563-8562.  
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Vote November 3

Exercise your right to vote in the 
2020 general election. To learn 

more, visit the City’s website at 
blm.mn/vote. 

Get preregistered by 
October 13

All eligible voters can check their 
voter registration status prior to 

Election Day at blm.mn/votereg.
If your registration needs 

updating or you’ve never voted 
before, you can register online before 
October 13 at blm.mn/register. You 
can also register at your polling place 
on Election Day.

Illegal campaigning

Bloomington Civic Plaza is a 
polling place on Election Day 

and for 46 days preceding Election 
Day for absentee voting. This 
means campaigning is not allowed 
anywhere on the property and voters 
cannot wear clothing, hats or buttons 
related to any party, candidate or 
question on the ballot. Please keep 
Civic Plaza politically neutral and 
impartial.
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All polling sites are accessible.

21

5

20

11

19

22

28 18

2917

27

26

13
10

12

14

15

16

30

23
24

25

32

31 1

2

7

3

4

6

9

8

1

Voting information:  call 952-563-8729 or visit blm.mn/vote.

Precinct/Polling location Entrance/Parking

1 Minnesota Valley National Wildlife  West entrance 
 Refuge Visitor Center Visitor lot (W) 
 3815 American Boulevard East

2 Portland Avenue United Main entrance 
 Methodist Church West lot 
 8000 Portland Avenue South

3 Cedar Valley Church West entrance  
 8600 Bloomington Avenue South Door 4  
  South lot 
  Accessible entrance:  
  Door 1, East lot

4  Unity South Church Main entrance  
 7950 1st Avenue South South lot

5 Southtown Baptist Church Main entrance (W) 
 2600 West 82nd Street Northwest lot

6 Bloomington Lutheran Church Main entrance 
 9350 Portland Avenue South North lot

7 Atonement Lutheran Church Southwest entrance 
 601 East Old Shakopee Road South lot

8 Grace Covenant Church Southeast entrance 
 10201 Nicollet Avenue South  East lot

9 Nativity of Mary Main entrance   
 Catholic Church Door 9  
 9900 Lyndale Avenue South South lot

10 St. Luke’s Lutheran Church Northeast entrance 
 1701 West Old Shakopee Road North lot

11 Bloomington City Hall East entrance 
 (Bloomington Civic Plaza) East lot 
 1800 West Old Shakopee Road

12 Crosspoint Church Main entrance (E)   
 9801 France Avenue South East lot

13 Bloomington Covenant Church Main entrance (E) 
 10150 Xerxes Avenue South East and North lots 

14 Mount Hope Lutheran Church Main entrance (S) 
 3601 West Old Shakopee Road South lot

15 Minnesota Valley Unitarian Main entrance 
 Universalist Fellowship North lot 
 10715 Zenith Avenue South  

16 Normandale Hylands  Northeast entrance 
 United Methodist Church (left doors) 
 9920 Normandale Boulevard South North lot

17 Westwood Community Church Main entrance (W) 
 6301 Cecilia Circle                                        Main lot (W) 
 NEW POLLING PLACE  

18 The Church of St. Edward’s SW entrance 
 9401 Nesbitt Avenue South Upper level, SW lot

19 St. Stephen Lutheran Church Main entrance (W)   
 8400 France Avenue South West lot

Precinct/Polling location Entrance/Parking

20 St. Mark’s United Church of Christ South entrance 
 8630 Xerxes Avenue South Southwest lot 

21 Hyland Vistors Center West entrance 
 10145 Bush Lake Road  West lot

22 St. Michael’s Lutheran Church Main entrance (E) 
 9201 Normandale Boulevard East lot

23 Community of the Cross Main entrance (N) 
 Lutheran Church North lot 
 10701 Bloomington Ferry Road 

24 Bloomington Lutheran School Main entrance (S) 
 10600 Bloomington Ferry Road South lot, disabled 
  East side

25 MN Masonic Heritage Center Main entrance (W) 
 11411 Masonic Home Drive West lot

26 Transfiguration Lutheran Church Main entrance (W) 
 11000 France Avenue South West lot

27  Bethany Church West entrance 
 6900 Auto Club Road West and North lots

28 Peace Lutheran Church  Main entrance 
 8600 East Bush Lake Road North lot 

29 Christ the King Lutheran Church Southwest entrance 
 8600 Fremont Avenue South Southwest lot

30 Oak Grove Presbyterian Church Main entrance 
 2200 West Old Shakopee Road Northeast lot

31 St. Bonaventure Catholic Church Main entrance 
 901 East 90th Street (Social Hall) East lot

32 Oxboro Evangelical Free Church North entrance 
 9431 Nicollet Avenue South North lot

How can I cast my ballot?

In the 2020 election, there are three ways to cast your ballot. 
Minnesota has “no excuse” absentee voting, meaning all 

eligible voters are allowed to vote early if they choose. 
• By mail with absentee voting (early voting) with 

Hennepin County. Absentee voting is encouraged due to the 
pandemic. Provide enough mailing time for election officials to 
process your ballot.  

• In-person with early voting 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. –  
4:30 p.m., at Civic Plaza, 1800 West Old 
Shakopee Road. 

• In-person on Election Day at 
your polling place.

The absentee ballot voting process 
requires additional steps different from 
the Election Day voting process. All early voters 
must complete an application to receive a 
ballot. The form can be found online at  
blm.mn/absenteeballot.

2020 general election guide
Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on November 3. All polling places are accessible. 
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